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Happy Birthday 


Avalanche of democratic reform 
pressure from below 


Pressure from below has now grown 
overwhelming, with an unbearable diverg- 
ence between topics that are ta the SED's 
liking and issues that really interest the 
general public. 

No matter how limited the ŞED leaders’ 
inclination toward reform may be, matlcrs 
will now take their own course, no longer 
lending themselves to tutelage and manip- 
ulation by the powers that be, 

The spectacle of the past few days has 
been a nightmare, that of an incorrigible 
GDR leadership which insisted that not a 
tear needed to be shed for the tens of 
thausands who headed for the West and 
that this unbearable non-stop exodus was 
of no concern, a non-issue, 

The Interior Ministry suspected active 
members of GDR society, people worried 
about the future of their country, resolved 
to stay and to usher in changes, of being 
“enemies of the state" and threatened 
them with legal consequences, 

Party media and TY commentators 
such as Karl-Eduard von Schnitzler dis- 
missed the tens of thousands of young 


‘pêopîe who-took to’ thé streets’ to deni~ 


onstrate for democracy ind reforms as 
rowdies artd ‘troubie-ntakers and saw po~ 
lice baton-charges as a fitting answer to 
the questions they asked. 

' The muzzled :Parly press had nolhing 
whatever 'to say about the ‘problems that 
really worried people, preferring instead 
ta laud a sterile regime to the skleg. ' '. 

` The regime, driven into a cornet, thteat- 
ened to respond in Chiheše style and dem- 


‘onstratively congratilated ' the: Chinese 


leadérs on the Tienanmen massacre. 
One cin but Hope that the threat’ of a 


` bloodbath Agninst young demonstrators in 


the GDR is ‘now’ over; It was a‘threat by 


which hard-liriers i—: Befonköpfe, or "ean 


crete heads" —~. In. the-:SED :‘polilburo 
Taped to galn a breathing-space. i 

2 number of worki ‘militias might'well 
` * Continued .ön Haga A4... 


| though it may be in terms of 
political logic, it is still hard to believe 
thut forces in the GDR which advocate a 
democratic reform of socialism based on 
the will of lhe people have launched an av- 
alanche. 

Reparts from East Berlin and Moscow 
indicate that GDR leader Erich Honecker 
is about to step down, an overwhelming ma- 
jorily in the SED politburo having endorsed 
a Gorbachov-style policy of renewal. 

Kurt Hager, 77, polilburo member in 
charge of ideological issues and previously 
strictly opposed to glasnost and peresiroi- 
ka in the GDR, has of all people switched 
allegiance, 

He has now publicly advocated changes 
including more active participation by 
people in the GDR in the solution of social 
problems and an improvement in informa- 
tion policy. 

Are ‘the powers that be finally yielding 
to grassroots demands? If they are, it is anı 
unprecedented departure for the GDR, 


where political decisions are imposed 


.-fton abovey and not vlcevarsa:t 

In thê' past tie SED and its ` media have 
decided which issues were lo be higllight- 
ed arid debated in public, and Mr Gorba- 
chov's reforms’ and the reasons for the 


mass exodus of refugees from the GDR 


were taboo, 


Fortieth anniversary ofa 
demoralised republic 


The GDR undeniably continues to be 
of vital importance for the maintenance 
of Soviet power in Europe, but {hat alone 
does not justify the GDR leaders in clos- 
ing their minds to new ideas. 

Stubborn as mules, they insist on 
maintaining the status quo as though they 
wero they executors of post-war history. 

Yet at the same limıe they cannot fail lo 
see the epoch-making process of reform 
on which neighbouring couniries have 
embarked, reforms that do not, initially, 
call the status quo into question, 

But there is nothing in writing to say 
that the post-war system must for all time 
prevent individual countries from catch- 
ing up with the modern era in economics 
and constitutional government. 

That, basically, is the hallmark of Mr 
Gorbachov's change. The Soviet leader is 
ırying to reconcile the principle of na- 
tional self-determinalion wilh his own 
cauniry’s security interests. 

In other wurds, whıle he would lıke lu 
see these interests continue (o be safe- 
guarded, he would prefer nol to continue 
to exact the price oppression has always 
imposed on “friendly” states. 

The GDR regime has categorically re- 
jected this offer, which forms part of S0- 
viet “new thinking.” 

While the deep-freeze of history is 
slowly starting to defrost all round the 
GDR, Herr Honecker would sooner keep 
his country “fresh” at sub-zero tempera- 
tures, 

His anxiety is understandable. After a 
thaw his brand of socialism would end its 
shelf life no ‘less abruptly than its rival 
brands in Poland or Hungary. 

But, unlike in Poland or Hungary, the 
question that would inevitably arise in 
the other German state after this process 
of decay is whether the GDR retained a 
separate and distinct national identity. 

Herr Honecker’s experts have grave 
doubts. Otto Reinhold, head of the GDR 
Academy of Social Sciences, has frankly 
admitted that there would be no justifica- 


tion in a capitalist GDR existing along” 
ادت اا‎ IDARE 


This pessimism is typical of people 
who have held on ta power for far too 
long without the least legitimation. They 
are only able to think in terms of decline 
and fall. Viewed from the. outside, how- 

.„, Continued on page 5 
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GDR can'lll afford to lose 
mialnly: young refûgees 

EAST BERLIN ا‎ 
.„ Anniversary counter domo 

,„„ takes pollçe by Surprise . 

PERSONAL VIEW . : 
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`" so much could 


. ` INTHIS ISSUE 


BAĞKGRÖUND ' | page. 3 
. SED celebrates the pal, E 
, Îgnoreş the future:  ..; ,, 

OPPOSITION Î Pade’ 4 
New Forum sseks Ite own - : 

° road to.soclaliam :. :.: ! 

DEUTSCHLANDPOLITIK 
Bürderi-sharlng must be : 

' Intra*German bedrock 


he GDR is a republic with its şuit- 
cases packed and ready to go. This is 
so despite the "We Want To Stay!" chants 
of Leipzig demonstrators just before its 
40th anniversary. 

The stay-behinds are no less keen on 
staying on under the present regime than 
the refugees who count themselves lucky 
to have made it to the West. 

They may want to stay at home among 
friends and neighbours, but they want an- 
other form of government. 

The one that celebrated ils 40th anni- 
versary in such grotesque disregard of 
the situation is that of a republic run by a 
sick and ageing nomenklatura. 

1 no longer has anything whatever lo 
do wil Je peuple whe live in ihe GDR. 
They’ are picked and ready; ready to 
head for a future based on human rights 
and freedom of movement. 

Whether this future will style itself so- 
cialist is of minor importance. Human 
rights are older than any of the "isms" of 
the modern era, They are based on natu- 
rallaw and are not derivatives. 

A socialism that was based on bour- 
geois rights could be sure of the wide- 
spread approval of people who lived un- 
der it. François Mitterrand, for instance, 
styles himself a socialist. 

That is why socialism of this kind is 
seen through by the GDR regime as what 
it is: Opposition camouflage, sirens sing- 
ing of socialism and meaning freedom. 

The GDR leaders are far too con- 
scious of what they claim to be theirs by 
Tight to be taken in by this rhetoric, An 
Erich Honecker is not to be hooginkea 
by such talk. 

Resorting to the most brutal choice of 
words he has been heard to use-for years, 
he replied, mustering. all his’ dwindling 
strength: “The GDR. will continue to be a 
door-bolt againal 

Impressive though'that may sou In’ 
theory, what does it look like in practice 
.when Mr Gorbachov arrives on the 
. Scene? : 

The Soviet leader’ 8 visit to East Berlin 
for the GDR's 40th anniversary celebr- 
ations was a Greek gift for the GDR lead- 
, IS, as the Chinese leaders - noted last 
Spring when he vişited Peking. , ' 

Demonstrators in the streets of the 
Chinese capital chanted “Oorbil Gorbi!” 

— the sound of. things to come — while 
‘their hero made his peûce with their op” 
jPressors, 

This state of affairs was repeated at the 
Palist der Republik in East Berlin, where 

; he GDR regime. was guaranteed by the 
ively man whose reform policies have un” 

i masked it in full vitw of history as what 1t 
` is: untenable, unfit to survive. 
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the Hanseatic cities of 
Bremen and Hamburg with 
thelr art galleries, theatres and 
shopping streets. . 


Come and see for yourself the 
north-west of Germany. The 
Green Coast Route will be 
your guide. 


1 Neuharlingersiel 

2 AFrisian farmhouse in the 
Altes Land 

3 Bremen 

4 The North Sea 


DEUT. SOHE ZENTRALE 
FÛR TOURISMUS EV 


DZT 


Beethovenstrasse 69, D-6000 Frankfurt/M, 


are keen Europeans and 
happy to sharê the Green 
Coast Route with the Dutch, 
Danes and Norweglans. But 
we do feel that we in the 
north-west of Germany have 
the most varied section of the 
route. Offshore there are the 
North and East Frisian islands. 
Then there are the rivers Elbe, 
Weser and Ems. There are 
moors and forests, holiday 
resorts with all manner of 
recreational facilities, Spas, 
castles and museums. And 


Routes to tour in Germany 


The Green Coast Route 


German roads will get you 
there — wherever people live 
and there are sights worth 
seeing. Old churches or half- 
timbered houses, changing 
landscapes or townships. 
There are just too many 
Impressions, so many people 
find it hard to see at a glance 
what would sult their personal 
taste. Which is why we in 
Germany have laid out well- 
marked tourist routes 
concentrating on a speclal 
feature. Take the coast. We 


(Caricon: Hanel/FAZ) 
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GDR leaders agree to discuss 
` demand for reform 


The leadership will promise to hold 
discussions wilh citizens or something 
of that kind, hoping that lhe tidal wave 
will drain away. 

That is the point at which those in the 
SED who are prepared for reform must 
take action — after they have taken the 
first step, the revolt against the Party 
leadership. 

The Church, pressed involuntarily in- 
to the role of mediator und not entirely 
happy with this posilien, can only 
achieve something in the talks envisaged 
with the SED if internal ind externil 
pressure is mainline. 

The aims of the negotiations are far- 
reaching enough: opening up the re- 
gime, dialogue with the people, u break- 
up af the oul-dated power structure. 
pluralism, freedom of expression, legali- 
sùlion of the reform groups and, in the 
long term. the hope of free elections. 

Every one ol these demands is aimed 
ultimately at breaking up the SED's 
power monopoly: only in this wãy can 
fundamental reforms be fulfilled in the 
GDR. 

Those who have started off this deve- 
lopment must keep in mind that the only 
way they can exert pressure is through 
the preparedness of the masses to dem- 
onstrate. 

Anyone who now recommends a 
“pause for thought" is playing into the 
hands .of those unwilling to introduce 
reforms.. Representatives of New For- 
um, much closer to events, take this 
view as well. ك‎ 

ı The regime will only take action when 
it sees that delaying tactics could only 
exacerbate the situation, 

' ‘The Church, by its aature, is for lay- 
ing aside conflicts. This puts the Church 
in a difficult position. as. a. negoliating 
partner, if Opposition groups do not so 
act as lo give if support. , 

. Little can be done from the outside 
without endangering .the . reformers. 
Careful.coverage ofthe pracesses going 
on in the GDR by the international 
press is.important.- The East Berlin’ re- 
gime'ever sensitive about its reputation, 
has always been influenced by this. , . 
` . Offers of ecohomic aid, linked to 
good behaviour ag .regards reforms, 
which the Federal Republic has .repea- 

tedly presented, could favourably influ- 

ence the decision-making process, but 

they are nol decisive. , .- 7 

.. The.centrul question of Communist 
suryival. haş been;put to Honecker and 
Continued,on page 14. ,; . 


here have been dramatic develop” 

ments in the German Democralic 
Republic. For the first time in its hislory 
the Party — the Socialist Unity Party 
(SED) — and state leadership must dis- 
cuss demands for reform, which they 
have declined to do before. 

Erslwhile means of repression, which 
used lo work, failed to apply immediale- 
ly after Mikhail Gorbachov’s visit on 7 
October. A considerable minority were 
no longer intimidated by these methods. 

The East Berlin leadership realised 
for the first time that {here was û new 
ocll-vunlidence umung the pupil sub- 
ject to their power, and that they were 
capable of nan-violent protest even 
against tough pressure. 

The fact that the demonstrators did 
not want to leave or ruin the state, bul 
wanted to remain and demanded re- 
forms, robhed the state of almost all in- 
flammatory possibilities. 

In view of the dynamic changes in 
neighbouring countries and the tension 
of their own leadership, many people in 
the GDR said that the new Opposition 
was right. 

To this could be added that the clas- 
sic methods of applying pressure could 
not count on Soviet support when these 
methods achieved the opposite of that 
for which they were intended; increas- 
ing unrest instead of enforced quiet. 

The Russians were not going to call in 
the tanks when the trouble was, the Ho- 
necker regime's own fault. Mir Gorba- 
chov’s allies are the reformers, not the 
hardliners who don't want to put their 
house in order, £ 

Realising this, the SED leaders have 

.» halted the:street.battles with the demont-. 
strators, who have for some time 
pressed, for reform and relaxations in 
GDR society... و‎ 

This has made obvious to all that 
there is a split in the.SED which cannot 
now be closed.:This has, led to a funda- 
mental political disagreement. .... 

„ Under this:kind of pressure .it seems 
that the East Berlin regimp is prepared 
to hold talks with the Church, at present 
.the only institutional opposilion. ; .. 

But not too many hopes should be 
pinned on this, even if the. discussions 
should include fyndamentals and not 
just the demonstrators held in custody, ; 

-ı This. current bowing to.events does 
not mean that the East Berlin leadership 
.is prepared to make concessions which 
‘would ‘put in’ doubt the ‘SED’s power 
monopooly and control over the media: 


support to some extent from the popu- 
lation, but that does not indicate convio- 
tion or agreement. That is rare, the atti- 
tude of a minority. 1 

People wanted a little affluence and 
good fortune. For this reason they were 
prepared to come to an understanding 
with the regime when it went against them. 

Their support was given in the hope 
that such an understanding would have 
ultimately lead to a gradual change 
which would make political and econ- 
omic life more open and freer. 

The possibilities of reaching an un- 
derstanding between the leadership and 
the people which have coloured GDR 
life at least since the Berlin Wall went 
up have been exhausted, Expectations 
which were coupled to this understand- 
ing have been disappointed. 

„This understanding survived, as it 
were, on the premise thal it was safe- 
guarded internally and externally: by 
the fear of violent suppression by the 
state and the [act thal it seemed incon- 
ceivable that there would be any 
changes in the circumstances of the so- 
cialist countries in the world. 

These safeguards have worked them- 
selves loose. The fear of being a refugee 
{rom the state has disappeared. 

The developments in the Soviet Un- 
ion, Poland and Hungary have shown 
that there is the possibility of change 
where, since {he division of Germany in 
1945, it seemed thit the likelihood ai 
Chiunğt was uut ul Lh qucstiun. 

That opens up the GDR to changes 
which strike at the state's foundations. 
The state whose establishment was cele- 
brated on 7 Oclober in Eas! Berlin is 
still there but it has no future. 

That is why it is more important to 
ask if there is a GDR at another level, in 
another fashion. 

Today, marking 40 years of GDR his- 
tory, forces the question: what has come 
out of these 40 years, this period of 


SiiadeürscheZeitung ۰ 


German history? Has there-just been a 
rejection of the regime which has been 
demonstrated so spectacularly? 

Or have postures, convictions and at- 
titudes been formed which art different 
from those which citizens in the Federal 
Republic live by? : 

Is there then a certain independence, 
the outcome of experiences, which peo- 
plein EaanQarmang havetındergOnêein~ 


` mairıtainihğg one's position ‘against’ the 
pressure from the regime, coming to 
terms with it, and withdrawing into a 
private niche? . 
How deep is this şense of being an 
East German, which has litle enough to 
‘do with the national consciousness the 
GDR leadership has tried to blast into 
citizens? How resilient İs it? 
. Of all.the German questions which 
:the violence of developments .have 
made into open questions, these are the 
most difficult to answer. They are also 
the most important. . ا‎ 
The chances of reform are dependent 
on how powerfully people accept, the 
GDR as.the place where they are to live, 
the-GDR which was established against 
their will, an organisation maintained by 
. Continued on page .11 


wm BACKGROUND 


SED celebrates the past, 
ignores the future 


As officlaldom concentrated on the 
40th anniversary parade in East Berlin, 
Opposition groups concentrated on the 
shape ûf things to come in what they en- 
visaged as a new-look GDR. 


he celebrations held to mark the 40th 

anniversary of the German Democ- 

ratic Republic can be explained as noth- 
ing more than the leadership's steadfast 
ness lo celebrntc a flight from remtily. 

The leadership paid honour to their 
view of the state with martial panoply, 
as if nothing had happened over the past 
few weeks and months, events which 
have drawn attention to the GDR and 
aroused the emotions of its citizens. 

There have been military parades and 
official celebrations, all making the point 
that the GDR is the greatest and the best 
that German history has ever produced, 

It is this determinalion to exclude ev- 
erything that is unwanted from an image 
of what the GDR should be like which 
has made the anniversary.so macabre. 

Then, despite all the speeches made, 
the cheering and the marching for- 
mations the question persistently comes 
1o mind, whether there actually is a 

GDR of the type being celebrated. 

Certainly it would be wise not to pul 
too much value on the moving events of 
the past few weeks. The GDR, despile 
the small exodus of citizens via Prague, 

Budapest and Warsaw, the protest canli 
Paigns in Ean Germany ind an pps 
tin which’ is forming, is in no way a 
house of cards which has fallen down. 

The state is still a massive reality. The 
Sucialist Unity Party {SED} and the 
state still have the reins of power firmly 
in their hands. 

Millions, via their careers and social 
positions, are bound to circumstances 
which the SED controls. For the social- 
ist countries of the world and the Soviet 
Union, the GDR is a significant power, 
due to the country’s economic strength 
and its sirategic position as a clamp 
holding the socialist camp together, ã 
camp which has become frail. 

But at the same time the GDR has 
been deeply changed by the mass exo- 
dus of its citizens and the growing un- 
restin the country.. 

They have torn down the results, 
which the 40th anniverary were meant 
to celebrate, into the depths of helpless- 
ness and hopelessness. 

Instead of the pride in achievements 
which a review of the past 40 years 
should have aroused there is now a feel- 


ing that i wamellseroniata amater, امہ‎ 
Even if the refugees and proteşts are 


seen as a peripheral phenomenon .of a 
society which is resigned, depressed and 
dissatisfied, the fact remains that these 
mercilessly highlight that the claims, of 
the GDR leadership and reality in ‘the 
country have never been so wide apart 
as at present. 0. ۴ 
Claims and reality in the GDR have 
never been very close to one another, A 
fundamental evil of this state is that it 
has never been able to bring. the two to- 
gether so that they do nat. constantly 
Cast doubt on each.other. .. +: 
' But a glance at East German history 
S that .there were. times. when the 
GDR was on firmer.ground than it is 
Now. This is true of the first year§.of the 
Onecker erg, 
.' The GDR leadership .has' obtained 


reforms, humanisation and pluralism. i 


Don’t panic, 
GDR is told. 


n his speech at the offic; 
0 in East Berlin to 1 0) 

th anniversary of the GD) 
leader, Mikhail Gorbachov, i 
he could in the circumstances, ie : 
he was and the reason why he was 

He kept to his policy of al 1 
Brezhnev Doctrine of open ii 
inasmuch as he chose the formal 
of reaffirming -the Process Of Far-reat; 
reforms and new thinking in the $y 


The embarrassed expressi 
faces of GDR leaders mede ice 
had nonetheless been understood. 

In contrast to the intellect, 
the speech by GDR lr E 1 
er, which was merely the umpirke 
hash of old slogans, Mr Gorbach s: > 


(Photo: AP) 


bark on change, couched in diplomatic 


terms. 4 lined something of a political philosot 1 
Fittingly, Mr Gorbachov's own policy i" which specific assessments dilen 


markedly from his hosts’. 

Given a mass exodus of refugees from 
the GDR that only special trains colê ا‎ 
handle, he left Herr Honecker on his om 
with the claim that “one of the greatesl 
achievements of our republic (is thal) alt 
young people, without exception, have a 
future,” 

Instead he referred to a changing sort 
with new questions and challenge te 
SED, “with Its intellectual potent" mt 
face, 

Much of what the Soviet lead 
would have led to the police being sena 
if it had been said by demonstrators ! 
Leipzig or elsewhere. 

He said, for instance, that answers mist 

tions thal goncem people, 
that cooperation of all social forces Was 
needed and that socialism must be deve | 
oped in this way. 

Worse still, Bonn Chancellor Helm 
Kohl was given a favourable mention li 
being included among the Western stale 
men the Soviet leader said had a sense 
reality and a constructive approach. 

In the confidential talks he held 
Herr Honecker after this public app 
ance Mr Gorbachov is sure to have beet 
even more to the point, 1 

He is interested in a stable GDR and, | 
common with an overwhelming a 
of the. population, feels this stability 
only be achieved by means of 4 policy of 


allows Warsaw Pact rmembers strict frec- 

dom of activity. Issues that affect the GDR 

are “decided in Berlin, not in Moscow.” 

The GDR remains “a true friend and 
ally” of the Soviet Union with a leading 
role to play in maintaining the status 
quo, if only in connection with the bal- 
ance of power in Europe, as seen from 
the Soviet vantage point, 

Significantly, Mr Gorbachov referred 

to the GDR at one point as a “ 1 
frlend and ally.” ٣ 0 

He made it clear enough that he dif- 
fered from the GDR on domestic policy is- 
sues, but in foreign and economic policy 
he cannot, for the time being, be interested 
in keeping his distance from East Berlin. 

. No-one who heard-tho-orlesgiia. 
bi!" in East Berlin will be surprised to 
learn that Mr Gorbachov announced on 
his return to Moscow that his impres- 
sion was that young people in the GDR 
were following the progress of peres- 
troika in the USSR with great sympathy. 

Some of these young people are the 
very people government propaganda in 
East Berlin equates with hooligans and 
troublemakers. 

(Saarbrücker Zeitung, 9 October 1989) 


countries are individually responsib: 
for the shape their socialisn ik : 
The Soviet leader had little or no 
choice but to lend the SED regime out- 
ward , Support, and Bonn inevitably 
came in for a few propaganda pinpricks, 
Yet he was equally unwilling to be too 
clearly identified with the hardliners in 
East Berlin who are strictly opposed to 
his reform policies, E 
His vision of a common house of Eu- 
rope would be hard hit if tenants of a 
windowless room knowh.. as ‘the’ GDR 
were to continue to vote with their feet, 

. People in the GDR had visions of a 
Tienanmen-style situation. if the War- 
saw Pact leaders were confronted with 
mass protest or riots during the anniver- 
sary celebrations. ا‎ 5 

Even the. vociferous demonstrations 


In calling on people not to becorme Pan” 
ic-sirlcken, he gavo the young people who 
yelled “Gorbi, help us!" at him to تا‎ 
stand that he saw them as citizens tO 
taken seriously and not as agents provOca” 
teurs. 4 : 

He realised that they placed their hops 
in-him rather than in their own gover 
ment, He. could ‘hardly’ havê been mf 
outspoken than he was in saying: Le 
await only those who fail to react to life. 
-" ..' ; (Der Tegesapiogel, Berlin, 7 October 
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were hard to stomach for Herr Honeck- 
er and his ageing associates, - : 
Everyone who was present will have 
been only too well aware that MF Gürb- 
achov has-400;000 Reid: Army troops: . 
stationed in the GDR and vital Soviet - 


.Aialga ln THE GERMAN TROUNE are 
newapapera In he eral of Gertnahy. 


Oder and the Elbe... ., ET 

The Soviet leader was certainly not to 
be ênvled his guest appearance.in. East 
Berlin. . ` .. _HerbertLeiner. , 
. (General-Anzelger, Bonn, 6 Qétober 189) :.. 
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Sovlet leader Mikhail Gorbachov, left, hugs GDR's Erich Honecker on arrival 
Mrs Gorbachov looks on, right, 


` of sympathy and support for “Gorbi”, 


‘Security interests to defend between {he ` 
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Bi THE VISIT 


Gorbachov’s 
. plain words 
of warning 


Suarbriiier Seitung 


Mian Gorbachov has not exactly 
1 ¥ Kbeen blessed with the best of luck 
in his visits to communist countries. In 
Peking, for instance, he had to use side 
, entrances to government buildings be- 
cause students were camped out in 

Tienanmen Square, 

The situation was not that bad in East 
: Berlin, but similarities are alarming 
, when one bears in mind what happened 
in China once the Soviet leader had left, 

On the 40th anniversary evening, al- 
. ter attending the official ceremony in 
the Palast der Republik and before he 
was driven to Schönefeld airport to fly 
home to Moscow, Mr Gorbachov ‘may 
have been able to hear demonstrators" 
eries of *Gorbi, help us!" 

Within the framework of what was 
possible the CPSU general secretary be~ 
haved in East Berlin like a politician 
who had plainly and persistently told a 
problematic pact partner to heed the 
signs of lhe times. 

, No-one could expect him to read the 
Riot Act in public in his commemora- 
tion address at the Palast der Republik. 
That simply doesn't happen. 

But he had time enough for plain 
words that afternoon when he conferred 
ا‎ 0 Honecker at Schloss Nije- 

crschonhausen and held tı i 
SED politburo. e 

What the spokesman for the Soviet 
Foreign Ministry, Gennadi Gerassîmov, 
told the press in East Berlin was reveal- 
ing enough. 

Mr Gorbachov, he said, had said life 
constantly posed. fresh problems and 
that the mood and needs of the people 


at Schönefald airport, East Berlin. 


. must be recognised. “Life punishes 
those who react too late," the Soviet 
leader was reported to have said, 

Plainer speaking by a world power to 
a major ally is barely conceivable. 

Politically and economically . the 
GDR is still an important pêtnêl af the 
Soviet Union. Hard pressed by domes 
tic problems, Mr Gorbachov is unlikely 
to want to risk a serious clash with the 

GDR, an ally on its western perimeter. 

This warning note was exactly in 

keeping with remarks Mr Gorbachov 

had made to Western journalists in the 
afternoon of the previous day on Unter 
den Linden in East Berlin. 

“Daager,”" he said, “arises only in re- 
spect of those who fail to react to life." 

Careful consideration must also be giv- 
en to a remark he made in his brief speech 
at the Palast der Republik that evening. 

“We have no doubt," he said, “that the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany, with 
its intellectual potential, its rich experi- 
ence and its political authority, is in a 
position to find an answer, in collabora- 
tion with all forces in society, to issues 
that arise and find their way on to the 
agenda by virtue of developments in the 
republic, rousing its citizens’ emotions,” 

This too was a warning that could not 
fail to go unnoticed, a reminder to em- 


TT: SED state celebrated its 40th an- 
niversary with a lavish display of 
Pomp, circumstance and self-praise. But 
in reality the glass is falling fast as the 
storm clouds gather, : 

The “workers” and Peasants’ slate” set 
. Up by the grace of Ştalin is shaking in its 
very foundations. . 

Mikhail Gorbachov, the highest- 
ranking anniversary guest, witnessed, a 
mass exodus from “socialism in being.” 

„ Yet what he was shown on Unter den 
‘Linden in'East Berlin was nat the dec- 

laration of bankruptcy of a system that 
ig: but a mass demonstration 

support for the syst 
dered to attend, PY PERPIS oe 

He and the other Warsaw Paot digni- 
taries who witnessed the march-past in 
East Berlin had little choice but to make 
the best of a macabre business, 

But queries, doubts, fears, warnings 
and criticism were the keynotes of the 
confidential talks held afterwards with 
SED leader Erich Honecker and his po- 
litburo. 

Alarm was particularly apparent in 
reform-orlented “fraternal countries" 
worried by. the negative repercussions 
qf the .refugee exodus and its scenario 
on 0 East Bloc as a whole, : 

e disastrous defeats inflicted on the 
GDR leaders by their dissatisfied people 
are increasingly felt by other-members of 


Soviet leader 
is welcomed 
as ray of hope 


the Warsaw Pact to be a burden and a 
blemish on their reputation. 
The Warsaw Pact cannot be keen to 
:see domestiç pressure in the GDR further 
Increase as a result of sealing-off of bor- 
ders, leading to such a powerful head of 
steam building up that the boiler bursts. 
. „The Warsaw Pact as a whole would 
suffer as a result, Resort to strict repre- 
ssion such as people in the GDR feared 
might occur after the anniversary ce- 
lebrations would have unforeseeable 
consequences both ‘for the process of 
reform in the East and for East-West 
ties in general, 
Germans ir the GDR welcomed Mr 
Gorbachov as a ray of hope. They ,ex- 
pected him to urge their leaders to 
change course and pursue müch more 
liberal policies. 2 
. Their hopes may have been set too 
high. Gone are the days when a word 
. from Moscow was communism’s com- 
mand. On numerous occasions : Mr 
Gorbachov has stressed that socialist 


Chairman: 
Erlich Horracker 


followa to political partes and oryanlsatlone 
ıoclated with the SED: 


| GDR system of goverment 


uacil ul State 


Chalrman: Erlch Honeckar (ŞED} 


Exercisen the funatlonê 
of hend ûf slats 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


Coneisis of Preskilum 
andl Ministars 


500 membefa, santa allocated 
closely 


Sodlalişt Unity Pany (SED) - Democratia Farmers’ Party {DBD} - National Oemocratic Party {NDPD} — 


tic Party (LDPD) — Fraa German Trade Union Con- 


Chrlatlan Damocralic Unlon {CDU} — Liberal Democrat 


fedoratlon (FDGEB) — Free German Youth {FDJ} - Democratic Woman's Leagus {OFD} ~ Kutturburd (KB} 


Beats In the People's Chambar: 


DBD {\ NDPD | cou | LDPD | FOGE FDJ 
52 52 52 52 68 40 


f Giobua 


Opposition groups step Up 


for change 


kirche, or Church of Our Saviour, in the 
East Berlin borough of Lichtenberg the 
six groups were said Lo want to join for- 
ces “and to consider 1o whal exlent we 
can set up an electoral alliance with 
joint candidates of our own.” 

The declaralion was warmly welcomed 
by an audience of about 2,500 at a public 
meeting held under the heading Wie zr 
weiter, DDR ? (Where now, ODR?). 

H1 was signed by representitives of 
Opposition groups and of a number of 
Church peace committees. 

Described as a minimum consensus, 
it stressed that gruups shared “the de- 
sire tu democratically transform state 
ud sucitly.” 

What mattered was to end a stiite of 
affairs in which citizens in this society 
lacked “the opportunity to exercise 
their pulitical rights as required by the 
UN human rights conventions and the 
CSCE documenls,” 

The groups also declared (heir salid- 
arity wilh all who were persecuted on 

Continued on page 12 


. their calls 


ver the GDR's 40th anniversary 

weekend a Social Democratic Par- 
ty was set up İn the GDR. is aim is a 
“consistent democratisation of state and 
society." 

The inaugural conference was held in 
Schwante, near Oranienburg, north-east 
of Berlin. Forty-three people look part. 

The founding members wrote lo the So- 
cialist International, chaired by the SPD'’s 
Willy Brandt, applying for membership. 

They stated in their inaugural docu- 
ment that, in view of the situation in the 
GDR, an “eculogically oriented social 
Jemucracy” was needed. 

Democratic development was nevdvd 
دد‎ Cubic SRC Lo ' IptCuSMH Ju- 
stabilisation" and must aim at specific 
contenl and structure. 

Almost simultaneously the six leading 
Opposition groups in the GDR have 
agreed on common demands including 
free elections and a secret ballot under 
UN supervision. 

in a “joint declaration” issued on the 
40th anniversary eve in the Erlûser- 
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wm PARTY POLITICS 


Bloc parties put in practice 
at not toeing Party line 


matter of course to “socialism in GDR 
colours" and to “the generally valid laws 
of socialism." 

The GDR was a state toward which 
the CDU aimed to make an “independ- 
ent contribution.” 

In the early 1950s the four parties 
had a combined membership of 
580.000. Ten years later their member” 
ship was down to 350,000. 

Keen {hough they may he to siress 
their independence as scparate and dis- 
tinct entities, none of the four has suc- 
ceeded in drawing any clear distinction 
between itself and the SED. 

Yet in the past 10 years their miem- 
bership has steadily increased. Since 
1977 they have gained over 20 per cent 
and reached an aggregale membership 
of 470,000. 

Western figures are: CDU 140,000, 
up 21.7 per cent since 1977, LDPD 
104,000, up 38.7 per cent, NDPD 
110,000, up 29.4 per cent, and DBD 
115,000, up 29.4 per cent. 

The four parties’ respective leaders, 
Messrs Götting, Gerlach, Maleuda and 
Homann, are four of Erich Honecker's 
eight deputies as chairman of the state 
council, or head of slute. 

A Christian Democrat is Minister of 
Posts and Telecommunications, a Lih- 
eral Democrat Minister of Justice and a 
DBD man Minisler of the Environ- 
ment. 

Peter Joachim Lapp. in his honk ahout 
ics pitta publish lust ycar in Cu- 
logne, rightly says that despite their prox- 
imity to {he SED they embody a certain 
degree of latent opposilion that is now 
hesitantly coming lo the fore. 

Attention is currently concentrated 
on the CDU and the Liberal Democrats. 

Werner Kern 
(Rheinische Post, Düsseldorf. 
30 Sepıember 1989) 


سل ل ر س 
Î‏ 


On its 40th anniversary the GDR re- 
gime has walled itself in even more, going 
a step further toward Albanian-style isola- 
tion and self-containment, 

Even Czechoslovakia is now classified 
as a potential threat and yet another neigh- 
bouring country to which none but trusted 
GDR citizens must be allowed access. 

But the German Demoralised Republic 
will neéd manpower aplenty to seal off its 
border with Czechoslovakia or with Po- 
land {where the Oder can be crossed with 
ease at low water). 

People in the GDR are increasingly less 
afraid of falling into disfavour by speaking 
their minds. Western TV, the progress of 
reforms in neighbouring East Bloc coun- 
tries, the Brezhnev-like paralysis of their 
leaders, the widespread spirit of change 
among unofficial reform groups and an 
ambilvalent Soviet attitude are incrensing- 
1y making the QDR regime seem a super- 
fluous appendage of history. 

Saviet Foreign Minister Shevardnadze, 
for İnstance, referred in New York to the 
bilateral responsibility “of the two sover- 
eign German states." Yalentin. Falin re- 
ferred in contrast to the responsibility of 
the four wartime Allies. : 

Either way, Soviet tanks are unlikely to 
be available should.the GDR Jeaders need 
them to hold.on to.power. Who can they 
then call on for assistance? 

1 -,." .'. Thomas Kielinger 
(Rhelnischer Merkur/ Christ und Welt, 
E -.' Bonn, 6 October 1989) 


Its roots lie not in arms and the arms 
race but in the refusal to grant human 
rights and to permit progress toward 
greater freedom. 

The shrill accusations levelled at 
Bonn sound a grotesque note. The pow- 
ers that be in the GDR would do better 
to vent their ire at Moscow, where sub- 
version really began, or at Warsaw and 
Budapest (and maybe, before long, 
Prague). 

That is where the pacemakers of per- 
estroika are to be found in Eastern Eu- 
rope, pacemakers who put East Berlin 
to shame. 

„ Bonn can be sure to.continue, to haye 
nû cholee but ta continue, its govern- 
ment-to-government dialogue with East 
Berlin. 2 

In lhe final analysis even a policy of 
“small (and gradual) steps” tends unin- 


, tentionally to destabilise the situation in 


the GDR. 

Each and every so-called human 
easement, such ds improved travel faci 
litles for individuals (who' leave their 
families behind them ashostages) or *le~ 
gal” applications to migrate to the Wesi 
(which can be turned down), tends to 
open people's eyes to the inhumanily of 
conditions in the GDR, ٠ 

, Tn the circumstances not ‘to .call a 
spade a.spade or to mince words would 
be a sin for which political.parties in the 
Federal Republic of Germany could not 
.be forgiven. . . i 


Continued from page 1 


ever, a GDR without Honecker-style 
socialism need by no means automati- 
cally be classified as an aprês moi la dé- 
luge case. 

Many young people who have just ar- 
rived from the GDR say they love their 
country, the GDR, but are not prepared 
to continue allowing themselves to be 
treated like children or to be abused 
there. 

If the rule of injustice were no longer 
to hold sway, who could say what form 
of government fellow-Germans in the 
GDR mighi prefer? 


: ja <Bagigally,'.then,..what !NOtto.Reinhold .=. 
ars is riot ah end to justification of the . 


GDR:’s continued existence in the event 
of civil rights and Western economic 
principles being applied, ۰ ' : 

What he fears, and rightly so, is an 
end to justification of the privileged po- 
sition he and others like him-enjoy. 

He thus makes out his own gloomy 
prospects to be those of the state as 
whole, which is a mistake.made by all 
rulers whose position is fatally weak- 
ened. ا‎ 

For the -time ‘being, however, the 
«GDR is still with us, a running sore. Ii is 
growing more gangrenous by the day as 
its leaders fail to embark on a dialogue 
with its real rulers, the people. 

. Young refugees from the GDR have 
incontrovertibly shown where the thieat 
to peace and stability in Europe lies. 


FT months there have been rumours 
in the GDR that the political parties 
which are permitted to exist alongside 
the SED, Erich Honecker's Socialist 
Unity Party, might be good for a few 
surprises. 

And so they were when, for instance, 
Manfred Gerlach, the Liberal Democ- 
ralic Party (LDPD) leader, drew up a 
document calling for a new information 
policy. 

In Eisenach a snull group of Chris- 
rian Democrats have, drawn up reform 

als. 
E may be hesitant moves, yet 
they are reason for surmising that pot- 
ential for change exists among the 
smaller parties thal rank alongside the 
SED in the National Front. 

They are also known as bloc parties 
by virtue of dating back to the forma- 
tion of a four-party Democratic Bloc in 
the Soviet Zone on 14 July 1945. 

The four parties that joined forces 
were the Communists (KPD), the Social 
Democrats (SPD), the Christian Dem- 
ocrats (CDU), led by Otto Nuschke, 
and the Liberal Democrats (LDPD), led 
by Wilhelm Külz. 

In autumn 1946, just after the forci- 
ble merger of Communists and Social 
Democrats lo form the Socialist Unity 
Party (SED), the bloc parties held free 
Land and local government elections 
(by Western standards) in the Soviet 
Zone, 

l{ was.lhc Fist aud uly Limuc tlic) 
were tO do so. The SED went on to 
largely break up the independence of 

the CDU and the LDPD. 

Two more parties, set up in April and 
May 1948, were SED splinter groups 
from the outset. They are (he Democrat- 
ic Peasants’ Party (DBD) and the Na- 
tional Democratic Party (NDPD). 

In keeping with communist “pact pol- 
icy" these parties were entrusted with 
the task of enlisting support in classes 
and among social groups the SED did 
not claim to support. 

The CDU, for instance, was entrusted 
with representing “progressive Chris- 
tans,” the LDPD with representing 
tradesmen, the self-employed and the 
professions, the NDPD with enlisting 
support among former Nazi “fellow-tra- 
vellers" and Wehrmacht personnel, the 
DBD with canvassing the farmers. 

That left the SED in charge of the 
workers. To this day the four parties are 
termed an indispensable part of ‘the 
GDR's system. ا‎ 


The Democratic Bloc also includes 


the trades union ian: 
Youth and the Democratic 'Womêh’s 


League. : 

Between them they are considered to 
be the nucleus of the National Front, 
which since'the GDR was founded has 
comprised all organised social gioups 
from the Kulturbund to the canary 
breeders, - 2 

To this’ day ‘the National Front de- 
cides the number of seats that are to be 
allocated to the relevant organisations 
Inelections. 0 
` The CDU, LDPD, NDPD and DBD 
siress, in statutes adopted during the 
1980s, the ‘leading role of the SED, as 
specified in’ Article 1 of the GDR's 
1974 cûnstitution. E 

At the last session of the CDU presi- 
dium the Christian Democrats’ general 
Secretary, Gerald Götting, referred as a 


1 (Frankfurter A1lgonêlnt Zt 
. ‘Ft Dêutchland, 4 Oatober 1% | 
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Bãrbel Bohley 


e must get used to sayi 
Wink frankly and Ope i 


only woman on the platfo 

Peace Workshop held in ek 
kirche, or Church of Our Saviour j 
East Berlin seven years ago, 1 

Birbel Bohley is a painter and n 
phic artist, She was then slim and aste 

ic, and an influential spokeswoman f 
the Peace Movement in the GDR. 

Along with others she helped funy 
the Women for Peace movement ih 
October 1982 presented a petitiors 
thê chairman of the Council of ag 
Erich Honecker. 

She was a prisoner awaiting til, 
along with a female comrade-in-tms, 
from December 1983 to January 194, 
because both had spoken with 4 meme 
ber of the Green Party from the Federsl 
Republic about peace activities in the 
GDR. 

For šome years Bãrbe! Bohley has 
been a close friend of Petra Kelly, a 
leader of the Greens in the Federal Re- 
public. 

Ftau Bohley was one of the initiators 
of New Forum. Five thousand people 
have already signed a petition for hek 
galisation of New Forum as a political 
Platform, active throughout the coum, 
as an open political forum for pete 
all classes and strata of GDR society. 

After the Luxemburg-Liebknecht 
demonstration in January 1988 Bãrtl 
Bohley was arrested for “treasorable re 
lationships.” She was then a leadin 
mintber'of'the Peace and Huntar Rights 
movement. 1 

The authorities were able to push her | 
over into the West, but she opposed er 
patriation. After six months she ¥35 
able to return to the GDR with a GDF 
passport, helped by the Protesle 
Church. 

Art experts describe Bãrbel Bol¢ 
as an “independent artist” whose sok 
choice of motives has a provocative e 
fect on many who see her work. 

Slie is an artist in whose works pe0” 
ple, not landscapes, have the dominant ! 
role. She does not regard herself 4S 3 


politician. 1 
But she is always ready e : 
for others and to help them. She 


her 
abillly and the courage lo present 
conviclions with اي‎ and POWê, إ‎ 
and she iş prepared to ا‎ 
Over the past ten years these qualities : 
have 'matle her into the 5PO' rehe a 
for those who have remained silent. 
has not been discouraged bY ® 
by the security forces. 
"Shêis a Chistian wlio is striving fo | 
humane, democratic socialism. 1 
shudders at words such 45 “T€ 


‘"tion,”-and equally at ideas that 


ism” could ‘retûrn to the GDR. She ûf 
plies her'optimism to the presênt, 50 
ten depressing: E 2 

` She was born just a few days beê 
«fiberation” in Berlin in 1945. Shê 
ied at the East Berlin Art College 


Shë:-said: “Often situations 1 Ske 


has been accusëd of being “star' 


“This she counters: with ‘the ‘state? 


that she sees a difference clearly. , 
' She is also optimistic about New 

um. The GDR'wiJi not bé able to 

legalising this citiîzëris' initiative’ 

: 1’ Pater Jochen’ Winter. 


.siiée 1974 has been a freelance 


‘faster than you' think they wou 


` day;she feel 


THE GERMAN TRIBUNE 


Spokesperson Barbel Bohley 
(Photo: dpa) 


The sovereignty of the GDR is not 
questioned, but its role in connection 
with the Europeaîi dimension of the 
German Question is, 

It is to be noted that members of New 
Forum have so far, for example, not 
openly gone along with the frank state- 
ments made by Otto Reinhold. He is 
one of the most important SED ideolo- 
gists who thinks about the GDR as be- 
ing in principle moulded by Marxist- 
style socialism. 

He says that if the GDR did not ideo- 
logically hold contrary views to the Fed- 
eral Republic, then the country would 
have no justification for its existence. 

Where would the GDR be if “Ger- 
mans here were the same as Germans 
over there,” all brought into a similar 
system? 

Bërhel- Bohley ‘has--to ‘do--‘battle~örı 
several fronts ai the same time. While 
the Free German Youth's daily Junge 
Welt reproaches her for doing nothing 
more than strive for a "platform against 
the present socialist circumstances,” the 
majority of people, for a long time tired 
of politics, reject every kind of activity 
with political “models” or gradual, posi- 
tive steps towards development. 

Since signals for reform, which the 
SED leadership should have sent out at 
the latest in summer 1988, are lacking, 
domestic estrangement progresses. 

D. Dose/H. R. Karuiz 
(Die Welt, Bonn, 4 October 1989) 


seeks its own 


WW OPPOSITION 


New Forum 


road to socialism 


If New Forum is to be placed in the 
stereotype view of the parties in the 
Federal Republic then it can be de- 
scribed in these terms. 

It is to the right of the Socialist Unity 
Party (SED) as the party of the working 
class, ready to work together with com- 
rades from the SED, but recognisably 
left of the SPD, basically democratically 
organised and “green,” making its own 
“way ta socialism." 

Obviously not a party after the SED 
example, a8 lawyer Rolf Heinrich, ex- 
pelled from the Honecker party, em- 
phasised, : 

The five most important headings in 
the appeal New Forum made on its 
establishment included a “desire for 
justice, democracy, freedom, and pro- 
tection and safeguards for nature.” 

These illustrate its political approach. 
It is a mixture of the Prague Spring, 
Gorbachov, Hungary’s “revolution from 
above” and Green ways of thought. . 

Until now the national question has 
not been important either with New 
Forum or with other critical groups. 
Bãrbel Bohley has nothing to do with 
words such as “reunification,” 

Reinhard Schult, who is a cement 

worker and is a founder-member of 
New Forum, said: “We are not interest- 
ed in reunification. This CDU tootling 
about ‘our brothers and sisters in the 
East’ is irritating and disgusting." 
‘ ‘This is one-voice among many in:the 
range of opinions included in New Fur- 
um, and the majority of founders take 
up this posture. 

On the other hand an experienced 
man such as: Pastor Hans-Jjochen 
Tschiche has thought the matter 
through further. He is head of the Pro- 
testant Academy in Magdeburg and a 
founding member of New Forum. 

` He said: “The continued political ex- 
istence of the GDR is dependent on how 
the country itself determines its func- 
tion in central and eastern Europe. The 
country cannot be-an appendage of the 
Federal Republic,” ' : 


They would be better advised to appeal 
to the Federal Republic for assistance, bud 
that is doubtless too much to expect of of- 
ficials who only a few days ago would hear 
nothing of reforms and are now most in- 
dignant about everything that is going on 
in the GDR over their heads. ٤ 

A start has been made. Numerous cri- 
tics.from all sectors of the population will 
ensure that the process continues. They 
now have no qualms about speaking their 
minds, having .set aside fear of the secret 
police and informers... , . - 

The issue at stake is a democratic trans- 
formation of the GDR. ‘To take it as an oc- 
casion for resunıing the reunification deb- 
ate in the West:is to resurrect fears of old 
of a powerful Germany and to do would- 
be reformers in the GDR a disservice. 


`. There is, however, no reason why Ger . 


mans in the Federal Republic should feel 
less keenly for and with their felow-coun” 


‘trymen. in the GDR than with people: in. 


other neighbouring countries, ' 
The European Community. ëtould ‘well 
serve as a common höme for freé and 
dêmocratically goverried states in Europe, 
but the GDR has a long way to ğo before 
this stagé is reached, i iis 


Dêr Tagesêplegel, Bertin, 12 Oétaber 1985) 
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have refused to obey orders to shoot at 
demonsirators. Tempers are running high 
at factories, with workers clamouring for 
discussions and reforms. : 

The regime now seems to have climbed 
down in view of this revolutionary mood. 
It had visions of a July 1953-style workers’ 
uprising i am mm 

Are the days now over in which more 
sense could be talked with Hungarian, Pol- 
ish or Soviet Communists than with their 
German comrades, who merely repeated 
teased-out class strugglé slogans? ' ° 

There were few signs of a new spirit in 
the SED politburo's 11 October déclara- 
tion other than the SED leadership's stat- 
ed readiness to discuss the causes of the 
او‎ exodus “jointly” with all and sun- 

I. 1 
Attacks on the Federal Republic that 
were identical with the propaganda broad- 
sides launched against Bonn in’ Erich Ho- 
necker's 40th anniversary address were 
clearly intended to divert attention. from 
the fact that the GDR's problems atè of its 
‘own making, 2 E E 

Accusations levelled at the “FRG” will 
be of no avail; the GDR leadeérs will till 
have to solve their own problems. :' . 


New Forum, the best-known Oppositlon 
group, has an estimated 10,000 mem- 
bers all over the GDR. Ita spokespersons 
are painter Bãrbel Bohley and lawyer 
Rolf Henrich. Members include Katja 
Havemann, widow of civil rights cam- 
pnaigner Robert Haremann, 


Cable surprise has been ex- 

pressed in the West, particularly in 
Bonn, at the critical statements made 
about the refugees from Prague and 
Warsaw by a GDR reform group which 
has become an opinion leader among 
Opposition circles in East Germany. 

In a television interview Bãrbel Boh- 
ley, speaking for the East German Op- 
position movement New Forum, said it 
had been misunderstood. 

She said: “We are not of the view we 
should pass judgment on the refugees 
who get to the West, but we want to say 
that.that is not a political solution, but 
simply a solution which is enforced by 
the facts. 

“There is only one solution for the 
GDR and that is political reform.” 
When she was asked if New Forum ap- 
proved of the refugees leaving the GDR 
she replied unequivocally: “But yes." 

These queries and amendments are 
both typical of problems of intra-Ger- 
man understanding and confirm the di- 
lemma which faces New Forum, 

There was no question that lhe first 
people to sign the appeal entitled “De- 
parture 89" — more than 10,000 signed 
this petition — did not consider them- 
selves to be the mouthpiece for the refu- 
gees or as a sounding-board for the ma- 
jority of the people. 

A vital sentence in the appeal made at 
New Forum's foundation said: “We 
want to hold on to the tried and tested 
and still create a place for new ideas." 

The Forum wants to think beyond the 
immediate future, wants to overcome 
the speechlessness and hopeless of the 
thousands in the embassies “and those 
who will follow them,” but not turn its 
back on the GDR, : 

` The call of the 20,000 in Leipzig, 
“We want to stay" as a reply to the cho- 
rus “We want to get out,” indicates the 
deep gap between the moral-intellectual 
aims of the Forum and the real opinions 
of broad sectors of society in the GDR. 

New Forum has not been able to im- 
press on people that it is a solution, an 
aim or an alternative to: leaving the 
çountry. 8 

The founding members Imclüded pas- 
tors, students, doctors, music teachers, 
physists and prominent microbiologists. 
They are striving plainly for changes 
within the GDR'system. 

The group's first document was 
quickly branded as “anti-state” by the 
GDR Interior Ministry. The document 
called for reflection “together and in the 
whole country.” : 

One of the most important reform 
thinkers in the GDR. was asked why the 
refugees in Prague and Warsaw did not 
believe the undertakings made by Ho- 
necker's intimate friend Wolfgang Vogel. 

“I'm not concerned with that,” he 
saîd. “It isn't a matter that interests me: 

The question of leaving the Country 
is, indeed, neither a matter of import- 
ance to him and others, nor is the analy- 
sis of the reasons people leave the GDR 
a matter of great concêrn. 


کے ےچ 


Union, the SED waş most reluctant to 
follow suit. 

Its “new course,” which was intended 
to alleviate the consequences of post” 
haste nationalisation, collectivisation, the 
priority given to heavy industry and con- 
slant supply shortages, was nowhere near 
what would have been welconıed by 
workers annoyed by higher norms and 
higher prices. 

It failed to stem the tide of the June 
1953 uprising. The SED was obliged to 
promise a better supply of consumer 
goods. But lhe Party soon changed its 
tune, announcing that: 

“The designation of corrections we un” 
dertook in some sectors in autumn 1953 
as the New Course has led to some com- 
radês spreading erroneous theories about 
the priority to be given to developing the 
consumer goods industry." 

A few years later there was a further 
change of tune, Under pressure from the 
growing exodus of refugees (Dver 
250,000 peaple a year were leaving the 
GDR), Ulbricht gave the following un- 
dertaking at the fifth SED congress in Ju- 
ly 1958: 

“Now our republic has already over- 
taken West Germany in per capila con- 
sumption of almast all foodstuffs, we aim 
by 1961-62 te equal and in sone cases to 
exceed West Germany's per capita con- 
sumption of the leading industrial con- 
sumer goods." 

This ambition had serious conse- 
quenccs. Invesiment capital was misdi- 
rected and ecunomic disproporlions 
were eslablished. There were bottlenecks 
in supplies of materials and consumer 
goods. 

Factories were brought le a standstill. 
Projects were ibandoned und half-com- 
pleted installations written off is “invest- 
ment ruins.” 

The seven-year pln was scrappot ind 
the number of refugees again began to in- 
crease. The SED leaders, daunted hy 
economic and political faihıre, urged 
their comrades in Moscow to let then 
seal off (he border with West Berlin. 

Nikita Khrushchov agreed, but only 
after lengthy hesitation and when the si- 
tuation steadily delerioraled. 

On 13 August 1961 the border was 
first sealed off by barbed-wire emplace- 
ments, but the GDR authorities had al- 
ready decided to build a wail, as shown 
by a slip of Walter Ulbricht’s tongue at a 
press conference held two months earli- 
er. 

No-one noticed it at the time, but what 
the ŞED leader said, in answer 1o a ques- 
tion about the border, was: 

“I understand your question to mean 
there are people in West Germany who 
wanî us to mobilise construction workers 
in the GDR capilal to build a wall, is that 
£o?... Well, no-one has any intention of 
building one.” 

Lies were part of his stock in trade, Ul- 
bricht wasnt much interested in being 
popular or well-liked. He was a cold, dry 
apparatchik, and rightly felt to be a So- 
Viet satrap. ا‎ 

And the moment he seriously objected 
to something the Soviet Union wanted, 
the Four-Power Agreement on Berlin, 
the Ulbricht era promptly ended and ti 
Honecker era began. : 

Unlike taday, it was clear who his suc- 
cessor wolild ٠ be, and a West German 
newspaper had lhîs comment to make at 
the time: . : 

*The!polilical maturity of leading offi- 
cials has för years beêèn apparent from 
the extent of their despair at the prospect 
of Honecker and his limited political out- 
look," ': 2 : 

It wasn't that: bad. 'Honecker’s world 
view is no.more limited than Ulbrlcht's 
was. Hé has šet keynotes of his own, such 
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Democracy Now aims to ditch # FLASHBACK 


have steadily forfeited credibility 


“The Socialist Unity Party will be an 
independent party because it will be en 
tirely free in its decisions and because it 
does not regard the basic teathings of 
Marxism as an unbending dogma and will 
apply them to specific German condi- 
tions and to a specific German path of 
development.” 

Seven years later Ackermann was aC- 
cused of anti-Parly factionalism ' and 
stripped of all Parly appointments. He 
was nut rehabilitated until summer 1956 
in the process of destalinisation. 

That was when Walter Ulbricht 
answered a query by US journalist Daniel 
Schorr with regard to destalinisation in 
the GDR as follows: 

“În a nutshell: there is no..., er, there 
was no Stalinism and there is no destalin- 
isation.” 

In reality Stalinism was particularly 
marked in the GDR. Universal homage 
was paid to the “wise leader” Josef Stalin, 
and Erich Honecker was one of Stalin's 
most fervent admirers. 

AL the August 1951 international 
youth festival in Berlin he ended one of 
his speeches with the words: 

“Long live the leader and standard- 
bearer of pence in the world, the teacher 
of young people in all countries, nur be- 
loved Josef Stalin!" 

And on Slalin's death in March 1953 
the SED proclaimed: “J, V. Stalin is no 
longer with us, but what he accomplished 
will live fur ever. We promise to carry out 
what.he has bequeathed to vs to the ut- 
most of our ability." 

This personality cult was nol even the 
worst aberration, Even worse, lhe specif- 
ic German road to socialism was aban- 
doned in favour of transforming the SED 
into a “new type of party.” 

That meani transforming it from a 
mass party to a cadre party, fighting "sO- 
cial democralism" and unconditionally 
acknowledging the leading role of the 
CPSU 

For the infant GDR it meant develop- 
ment in strict accordance with the exam- 
ple set by Soviet society and almost total 
adoption of the Soviet economic system. 
The after-effects of both are felt to this 
day. 

When, after Stalin's death, a change of 
course was embarked on in the Soviet 


` - (Photo: Ulsteln) 


number of former Social Democrats in 
the politbureau was down to three. 

And the purge early in 1951, during 
which over 150,000 Party members were 
expelled, hit former Social Democrats 
hardenl. 

They had failed to heed one of Ul- 
bricht's proverbs: “Social Democratic 
members well know that he who goes to 
bed with the dogs will wake up with fleas." 

,„ The German working class movement 
had died in its infancy, or arguably in ils 
Procruslean bed, al least in the GDR. 

The sense of alienation from the SED 
felt by working people in the GDR came 
to heacl in July | 953, when a popular up- 
rising occurred. Il wasn't a popular upris- 
ing; it was an uprising of the working 
class. 

There were demonstrations in 272 
places, and Soviet troops had to be sent 
in to crush the uprising. 

According to GDR sıalistics there 
were 25 dead and 373 injured, hut these 
figures are definitely ton low. Many in- 
jured demonstriuors were taken to West 
Berlin hospitals. 

At least 1,400 deınonstraluors were 
given stiff prison sentences. Twenty-two 
were executed. 

The uprising win the resul of numer 
ous abrupt changes of course. As SED 
general secretary Erich Honecker wrote 
un the uccasion of the GDR's 40th anniv- 
ersary: 

“Every party is responsible to its peo- 
ple and must do theın justice, Thal is why 
we stated, over 40 years agu, that we had 
no intention of adopting the Soviet sys 
tem unchanged in Germany." 

That may formally be true, yet it is no 
less false. 

At the end of 1945 the KPD endorsed 
the theory, outlined by Anton Acker- 
mann, of a “specific German road to so- 
cialism.” Developments in the Soviet Un- 
ion were not simply to be imitated. This 
policy was later reversed. 

Shortly before the SED was founded 
Ackermann had this to say to a KPD con- 
ference: 


3 اا 


Taénagers stoning Red Army tanks sent in to orish 17 June ا19‎ 


rlsing In the GDR. 


nd if there is talk of intervention, 

then all we can say is: “Of course it is! 
We intend to intervene in everything that 
happens on German soil. It is our bound- 
en duty to do sol" 

These words are not Federal Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl's. Nor yet those of the 
late Franz Josef Strauss, Not even of Wil- 
ly Brandt in the early 1960s. 

They are taken from Walter Ulbricht's 
speech, as first secretary of the SED cen- 
{ral conmittee, te he Fourth SED Con” 
gress in 1954. 4 

Nowadays GDR newspapers criticise 
Weslern media coverage of people who 
have voted with their feet and left the 
state Ulbricht helped to found 4U years 
ago as “open intervention in the GDR'S 
«omestic affuirs." 

The history of the GDR is a succession 
uf such contradiclions and changes of 
cuurse, a tale of promises that weren't 
kepl and utopias that weren't put into 
practice, on all scales and at all levels. 

The "socialist society” of which Herr 
Ulbricht proclaimed the development at 
the Seventh SED Congress in 1967 has 
remuined a dream. 

GDR society has remained firmly di- 
vided into rulers and subjects, and the 
gap between them is wider ihan ever, 

How else can one account fur the fact 
that even the distinguished East Berlin 
lawyer Wolfgang Vogel was unable to 
persuade GDR refugees to leave Bonn’s 
embassies in Warsaw and Prague in re- 
turn for a ptrmice that hcg weld he al 
lowed tö leave the GDR at a later date? 

How else is one to account far the fact 
that the selfsame refugees, unce they 
were finally allowed to travel by rail 
through ihe GDR lo the West, had to be 
reassured of safe conduct by leading 
West German officials travelling with 
them? 

The simple answer is that no-one 
Irısts the ODR authorities any longer. 

“It must look democratic," said Walter 
Ulbricht and his henchmen, “but we must 
have everything under firm control.” 

That was how they set up the immedi- 
ate post-war civilian administration in 
the Soviet Zone and how they went on to 
forcibly merge the Communists (KPD) 
and Social Democrats (SPD) in 1946. 

That was how they formed the Social- 
ist Unity Party (SED) and put together 
the German Democratic Republic. 

When the Prime Ministers of all Ger- 
man Lûrder met in Munich in June 1947, 
the Soviet Zone Prime Ministers of Sax- 
ony, Saxony-Anhalt, Mecklenburg, Thu- 
tingia and Brandenburg took part but 
walked out of EOE ا‎ 

text. 


Wolfgang Leonhard (éêe articlë on 


Page 10) later noted that an SED official 
had voiced doubts, saying: “A major op- 
Portunily of restoring German unity has 
been missed, yet Ulbricht has seldom 
been so pleased.” 


The decision had been teached by the 
Party, on Soviet advice. “Make a show of 
goodwill but practise obstruction” was 


the policy line. 


‘It was adopted a good year after the 
forcible merger of thé KPD and the SPD 
hat Walter Ulbricht referred to ãt the in- 
ugural SED party conference as a fe” 
birth of the German working class move’ 


ment, 1 


The influence of former Social Deino- 
rats declined markedly. 'After'the third 
SED congress, held -in July 1950, the 


Republic. 1 


personal and political freed 
ing standards which were 0 

This led to East Gérmany's 
most serious crises: the Uprising 
workers in East Berlin and East Ge 
many in 1953, the erection of thie Bat 
Wall in 1961 and thé exodus of Eg 
Germans to the West via Hung 
Prague and Warsaw in 1989, 

Since the establishment of the Cem 
Democratic Republic three million 
ple have left the country, because e 
was another German state close by. 

A few thousand other Fefugees fue, 
population of 16 million has she, 
clearly that people believe that fg, 
mental changes must be introduced 

To them it is of no significant 
that East Germany is among ha 
most important industrialised counts 
in the world, and that East Germeny ha 
the highest living standards of all coua- 
tries governed by communist regimes. 

Although economically most Ea Ger 
man citizens have a better life now than 
they had previously the protest agains 
living standards grows continuously. 

The number of people who do not 
want to leave the country is greater than 
those who do, and they call openly for 
reforms. 

When they make their demands lhe; 
speak of living conditions which are re 
garded as requirements for the emit 
ence of a free, democratic society in 
the Federal Republic. 

They want self-determination and 
right to decide their own destiny even ds , 
rough, pushy society with an inclination 
taregailam, aven with all the darker aspects 
of a pluralistic society, but in glaring OP” 
position to a unified state with the Social 
ist Unity Party and unpleasant class dif- 
ferences between the rulers and the ruled. 

This is why the citizens’ movemer 
“Democracy Now” was the first to deman 
an end to the subordination of the slate 
the political bureacracy of the party, 
an end to its political patronage. 

This organisation wants free and sect 
elections, reform of parliament, the gD" 
ernment, schools, the trades unions, indus 
try, the arts and culture, a reform of hê 
law, freedom of movement and a right lo 
emigrate, and an end to the politica 
controlled economy. In short 4 qute 
ferenl German Democaafie K€ 

This movement regards its aS 
as proposals with the aim of E 5 
ternal freedom in e 
doing serving externa 

That is the talk of reasonableness, e 
upsetting of the Brezhnev nessa 

ears ago. 8 ا‎ 
3 A E iecturer in Leipzig hes 
added to these demands, ide2s 5 
stretch from truth, revolution an أ‎ 
rency reform, „.... E 2 

He calls for. a. future which sit 
truth; in;whjch fundamental rights, 
since the French Revolution, can be3 
plied, and in which’ honest work 
warded with good money, fundamen 
which are recognised everywhere. .. 

Here, then,, GDR citizens are, tra” 


formed by the confirmation of 


other. values in the .search lasting maf 
decades for the recognition of a 
still not established. 


+ The.GDR ieadership wants to crs 


this radical change. .... 
. Areactionary posture of this sqrtis1 
cause for, celebration, but rather gre2l% 
caution is called for in-dealing with 4 
gime whick is unpredictable due to iS ° 
gidity,. :: °. Rudolf Strauch 
. “1: Harinavêrseie Allgerialnie, 7 October 198% 


t.Ranlinwasgept . 


the Brezhnev Doctrine 


hen the German Democratic Re- 

public celebrated its 20th anniver- 
sary Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev said 
in East Berlin that the Soviet people's 
friendship with the GDR was funda- 
mental. 

He went on to say: “We are of the 
view that the greatest possible support 
for the peace-living socialist state of 
German workers is a joint matter for all 
socialist countries and is particularly so 
for those who have a real interest in 
permanent peace in Europe.” 

Brezhnev's successor, Mikhail Gor- 
bachov, could not repeat these words at 

the East German 40th anniversary, for 
since the transition of power from Wal- 
ter Ulbricht to Erich Honecker little has 
changed in East Germany wheréas 
much has changed in the Soviet Union, 
Hungary and Poland. 

Unlike Brezhnev, Gorbachov cannot 
speak for all the East Bloc states, and he 
does not even want to do so. 

The Hungarian party leadership dec- 
lined an invitation to East Berlin. There 
was a Polish delegation there, but it no 
longer represents the government in 
Warsaw, and so ranks below the party 
and state delegations from China, Viet- 
nam, North Korea and Laos. 

These are the states which gave 
sparkle to the official celebrations for 
East Germany's 40th anniversary — and 
that is an indication of East Germany's 
present standing. 3 

But what is more important than the 
success of celebrations in East Berlin's 
“Palast der Republik” is the question 
دنہ ممعنخنمسە اغ سە ط‎ i 
the celebrations, ordered by the siate 
leadership, and how the leadership will 
deal with the people in the country over 
the next few weeks, a people from whom 
no republic as such has emerged. 

The main point about the contrast 
which exists between the GDR and the 
realities is to be found in its genesis. 

Just as the three Western powers 
stamped the part of Germany they oc- 
cupied with democracy at the end of the 
Second World War, Moscow trans- 
ferred the basics of the Stalinist dicta 
torship .to the Soviet Occupied Zone, 
which were strengthened by the Brezlı- 
nev Doctrine, which limited the national 
sovereignty of the states in the soclalist 
camp. : 

This happened before the 20th East 
German anniversary to justify the inter- 
vention of Warsaw Pact troops in Cze- 
choslovakia. ٤ 

When the. GDR. was established, 
shortly after the Federal Republic, the 
power apparatus of the Socialist: Unity 
Party (SED) was identical with the.gov- 
ernment apparatus, 

The East German constitution, just as 
the Federal Republic's Basic Law, guar- 
anteed freedom of expression, freedom 
of assembly and association, but free- 
dom does not exist. 2 
- All fundamental rights are subjêct to 
the reservations of political expediency. 
The collective has priority: the individu- 
al must adjušt to the system: 5 

As a sacrosanct prlnciple.of.socialist 
society the constitution describes a fan- 
tastic image of the “firm union’ of the 
worker class with comrades-in agricul 
ture, members of. the intelligentsia and 
other-strata of society,” and.in addition 
a socialist planied economy. '’ 

This is where this' state’s .weakiéss 
lies. The displeasure or ‘Opposition of 


the ‘citizens was triggered ‘off. from the 


very beginning'by two facts: the lack of 


self-determination; Soviet Russia has 
pillaged the eastern part of Germany for 
years. Instead of aid the Russians insist- 
ed on reparations and applying ptes- 
sure. 

From the very beginning the GDR 
was a lever for the Russians, an instru- 
ment, The archives are sealed, but ac- 
cording to what has been made known, 
by Nikita Khrushchov, for instance, the 
GDR's very existence was doubtful for 
several years. 

Only on 17 June 1953, when the Red 
Army helped to put down citizens who 
had become unruly, was all doubt re- 
moved. Suddenly, today, those doubts 
are again with us, particularly among 

the nervous cadres of the SED. 

People in the GDR, who grew up un- 
der the Nazi dictatorship; learied about 


, . Teal freedom only .from hearsay, as it 


were, but they have done admirable 
things. 

The reconstruction of the economy 
under immensely more difficult condi- 
tions than in the West has won respect, 
It wauld be wrong tû understand the 
East Germans’ pride in these achieve- 
ments as an identification with the sec- 
ond German state, , 

They distance themselves from the 
abhorred system, which could be 
glossed over in the West as a “niche so- 
ciety.” 

The leadership placed their hopes in 
the children and grandchildren of the 
older generation, who had not experi- 
enced anything different. 


It was hoped that they could be fully 
swayed into the idea of the system. But 
in fact things turned out differently. 

The writer Sascha Anderson, who 
moved from the East to the West in 
1986, described the şituation. in this 
way. He said: i 

“Perhaps my generation, between 30 
and 35, were dropouts. After us came a 
generation, which had not even got into 
things. That is the real difference in the 
situation in the mid-1970s, , 

“We knew the language of power. We 
still do. We acquired our aversion to 
power from the knowledge of its lan- 
guage, ofits thinking. 


‘Freer than we were’ 


“The generation after us no longer 
understands the langüage of power. 
They do not understand its thinking, 
and they are freer than we were, We had 
to free ourselves first." 

At the 40th anniversary celebrations 
it is clearer than ever before that this 
state has no future. It cannot survive, 
even if it begins to wall itself in. ' 

And what of reforms? Dè peoplé in 
the West, who extol this way out of the 
problem, do they really know what this 
means? 

Here Honecker and his aged col- 

leagues are greater realists. Reforms in 
the German Democratic Republic can 
only mean guaranteeing freedom of ex- 
pression, of pluralism, of opening up 
frontiers. 
,„_ But in this-way the GDR would lose 
its basic principles, its possibilities for 
identity in distinction to the Federal Re- 
public, 2 : 

Twenty years ago Honecker said: 
“History has decided here what . con- 
cerns the national question," -. . - 

After a further 20 years history has in 
fact given an answer, but in quite a dif- 
fêrent fashion to what Honecker meant. 

Peter Philipps `‏ ' د 
(Dle Welt, Bonn, 7 October 1989)‏ 
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BE ANNIVERSARY 


German state, 
40, has 
no future 


LT 


DSSEHENUILE TWEE BEK LI TELL 


ominally the German Democratic 

Republic, but basically Socialist 
Unity Party {(SED) officials, celebrated 
the 40th gnniversary of the other Ger: 
man republic, 

But few people believe there will be a 
41st anniversary, as head of state Erich 

Honecker would have people believe, 

Tens of thousands have shown in the 
past few weeks that there is nothing for 
them in the GDR, let alone grounds to 
celebrate. 

The spontaneous change to the state- 
organised celebrations by those who 
chose to stay in the GDR gave the au- 
thoritles reason to fear that guest of ho- 
nour Mikhail Gorbachov would have to 
be kept under lock and key. 

At the beginning there was the ex- 
pression: “German is an indivisible 
democratic republic” and “there is only 
one German nationality.” 

Then: “The division of Germany will 
never be recognised. We want a demo- 
cratic, national, economically indepe- 
dent Germany." 

These phrases are more current than 
ever before — but they are as old as the 
GDR itself, 

On 11 October 1949 Wilhelm Pieck 
confirmed with these words, addressed 
to the GDR's Chamber of Deputies, the 
claims of the first GDR constitution. 

The constitution has been changed in 

the meantime and Johannes R. Becher's 
national anthem is only hummed. 
The references to the unified nation 
in the text, “Let us serve you for the 
good, Germany, united Fatherland,” 
were regarded as offensive, 

But after 40 years of re-education the 
awareness of the people there remains 
unchanged. 

The confirmation of German division 
is not primarily the result of the lost 
war, but the consequence of the broken 
pact of the victorious powers, of the 
development of dualism in international 
politics and the accompanying Cold 
War. . ر‎ 

The division is as unnatural as it was 
at the beginning even if the years of na- 
tional unity in relationşhip to the whole 
of German history are relatively few in 
number. 

The Germans developed the idea of 
the nation late, later than others. But 
the reflections about themselves, ‘the 
search for an ‘identity, the brooding 
over the meaning and establishment in 
East and West, in ideas, these factors 
have shaped Germany more than in 
any other national or historical contin 
uum. . 

Only dilettantes without any history 
can believe, wrongly, that they are on 
firm ground if they assume that the divi- 
sion will endure. 

The Germans in East Germany have 
had to pay a double price for Hitler's 
lost war, The West was put into working 
order with the help of its former oppo- 
nents, was put ih a positlon for unparal- 
lelled economic growth in freedom and 


of 1.3bn marks in 1987 and no change 
in the trend was visible in 1988. 

At peak periods there were also defi- 
ciences in energy supplies, which could 
only be offset by imports from the Fed- 
eral Republic and Austria. 

Professor Naumann, an East Berlin 
scientist, wrote about this period: 

“The economy should then have 
gained in tempo and productivity in 
view of the scientific-technical revolu- 
tion, because of the commencement of a 
number of automalion schemes. But de- 
spite major efforts the considerable 
scientific-technical backwardness in the 
GDR became greater.” 

This comment can be used ta charac- 
terise present efforts. The 179 automa” 
tion schemes which were İn operation in 
1970 surpassed the powers of the econo- 
my at that time and were either not feasi- 
ble or did not have the planned effect. 

Of 42 automation systems, which 
have been analysed and whîch should be 
completed in the metalworking indus- 
tries alone by 1990, 37 were below their 
objective and caused high costs. 

Professor Naumann recalled that in- 
creasing disproportion in the economy 
hampered development as a whole. He 
said: 

"Many companies did not fulfill their 
plan in 1970 despite overtime and Sunday 
shifls. The production of goods, work pro- 
ductivity and exports remained below the 
objectives laid down for 1970. Difficulties 
in supplies increased." 

At the end of 1988 the picture was 
ihe same. Almost a quarler of ùll 
schemes planned did nut reach their oh- 
jectives, to say nothing of the critical 
supply situation in the 40th anniversary 
year, 1989. 

In the early 1970s ccuonomic falure 
brought abou sacial and political un- 

resi, Honecher rcplacud Ulbricht ın ili 
leadership. 

The 7ih SED Parly Conference de- 
cided in 1971 on the course of “ihe un- 
ily of economic and social policies." 

Ginter Mittag, at that time “technical 
officer," who had considerably influ- 
enced economic policias, survived. 

1i would be too simple to think that 
present difficulties and problems in the 
economy could be attributed to the rigid 
posture of two politicians. It is true, how- 
ever, that their ideas have moulded the 
GDR society for the past 20 years. 

The Konmandowirtschaft, the con- 
trolled economy, set up by Mittag and 
approved by Honecker, did not solve 
such inconsistencies as limited innova- 
tion powers, disproportions in the econ- 
omy, supply bottlenecks or the danger- 
ous violation of the achievement princi- 
ple, and particularly the growing ineffi- 
ciency in the economy as a whole. 

But the Party.jealously insists on its 
monopoly poşition,. and alone. deter- 
mines the concepts and contents of 
development. ,:.. E E : 

In this way the. party does not allow 
freedom for innovative thinking. This 
means that false decision-making and a 
loss of efficiency in the future is pro- 
grammed into the system. ا‎ 

` The .SED, in the 40th anniversary. 
year of the German Democratic Repub-. 
lie, at the turn into the next decade-and' 
just before (he 12th Party. Conference, 
isin a dilemma. . ... ی ا ا‎ 

The lack of confidence in the party is 
greater than ever; And this loss of can- 
fidence ls not just due to the unsuccess+ 
fuleconomy. . . E E : 

More than ‘100,000 emigrants and 
refugees this yenr have testified {o it, 
And the 16.5 people walting and watch-. 

inğ'are also doing this in their own way,: 

Ss 1 ' hn. ' . Steffen Uhlmann. 

, (Süddeutsche Zeiturlg, Munich, $ O¢tbber 1989) 
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East Germany on the brink of economic 
abyss as tens of thousands quit 


tens of thousands in the GDR’s 40th an- 
niversary year cannot be compared to 
this, only the building of the Wall then 
and the closure of the frontier with Cze- 
choslovakia now. : 

They are the last argument of a re- 
gime from which people are fleeing; 
people who are so urgently needed in 
the country. 

1f the SED examines the 40-year his- 
tory of the GDR it must stress the 
Honecker era as proof of the economic 
efficiency of a socialist society. 

And'it is true that in the pûst two de- 
cades the greatest successes, politically 
and economically, have been achieved 
by the other German stale? 

The historical parallels which emerge 
with the ending of the Honecker era are 
interesting. When, about 20 years ago, 
he gûl ready to oust lis political foster- 
father, Walter Ulbricht, the GDR was 
again in an extremely conıplicaled econ- 
omic situation. 

I is worthwhile taking a closer look 
at this period, for many of lhe economic 
problems and difficulties which (hen er- 
upted and waited to be solved are again 
present 20 years later. Naturally al a 
different qualitative level and not to lhe 
last detail, but slill very similar. 

AlI thal is lacking is the final act 
which decides on Erich Honecker'’s fate. 

By the end of the 1960s the difficult- 
ies in the econoniy had increased enar- 
mouusly, and they did not change ut the 
appruuch ul lit 19 7U3. 1 

There were, indeed, considerable 
growth rates. The national economy 
moved over lhe 100-billion-mark level, 
bul the people participated in this less 
and less. 

Today the figure is gradually ap- 
proaching 300 billion marks and again 
people are dissatisfied, 

There has been an increase in mecha- 
nisation and automation in industry. 
There are between 80,000 and 90,000 
robots working in East German indus- 
ıry, which is proud of the fact that more 
than 70,000 CAD/CAM computers are 
used in GDR companies. 

Then such branches of industry as 
electronics, machine tools and chemicals 
were developed faster than other indus- 
trial sectors, That is still the case today, 

There are also parallels to be drawn 
with the guarantees of social benefits. Ac 
cording to the statistics then, and nov, 
everything seems to be growing enor- 
mously. The only snag is that then, as 
now, many of these statistics were rub- 
bish, 


closer to the .facts, At the end of the 
1960s there was considerable dispro~ 
portion in the economy which detracted 
dangerously from itş development, . 

The .ancillary supplies sector, engir 
neering tools, plant çonstruction . and 
the manufaçturing of consumer goods 
were stagnating. and did not meet the, 
enormous demand, which was growing. 

A. glance at the balances for 1988 
shows that İt is just these sectors which 
did not fuifilt.their quotas. 

In the ancillary supplies sector alone, 
there was a:shorllallin production of 2:5: 
billion marks, The.supply fallure in sO¬- 
phisticated consumer goods has been a 
conlinuous problem: . . : 


Industrial construction, far'too weak, 


9 ` showéd itself to be in arrears to the tune 
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ings for self-sufficiency, contrary to all 
economic sense and against the interna- 
tional trend of the division of labour. 

Then there was the economic crisis at 
the end of 1952 and the beginning of 
1953, which led to the 17 June 1953 
uprising in the GDR. 

‘In the following years economic 
development bobbed up and down. 
There was the open frontier, the flight 
of hundreds of thousands of skilled 
workers, the commuters across the di- 
viding line — all this caused political 
and economic instability in lhe state. 
` According to Socialist Unity Party 
(SED) calculations, which are not very 
different from those by economists in 
the West, the losses caused hy people 
fleeing to the West in the years between 
1951 and 1961 amounted lo a produc- 
tion loss of 112 billion marks. 

To this could be added 16 billion 
marks for the cost of training those who 
fled the country. 

One can question these figures and 
also recall the political causes for this 
mass flight of people. U is a fact, how- 
ever, that economic recovery was se- 
verely harmed by the open frontier. 

The "phenomenon" uf the flight of 


efore Erich Honecker's era, which 

began in the early 1970s and is 
drawing to a close, the German Democ- 
ratic Republic led a wretched existence, 
politically and economically. 

The country was neither recognised 

in the world ‘at large nor economically 
successful to any marked extent. It 
changed only gradually. 
. The smaller of the two German states 
was burdened at the beginning by tough 
repurutions demands. Up to the end of 
1953 the GDR had paid about $4.3bn 
in reparations to the Soviet Union and 
Poland. 

For a time up to a quarter of the 
country's gross national product had to 
be deployed to this purpose. 

But without {hese payments, which 
both German states called to a halt after 
economic difficulties and the July 1953 
uprising in the GDR, the economic situa- 
tion in the country was difficult enough. 

According to the then Economic Af- 
fairs Minister, Heinrich Rau, a living 
economic entity had to be created out of 
arump economy in eastern Germany. 

Heavy industry lacked its backbone, 
being cut off from the coalmines and 
steelworks of the Rhine and the Ruhr. 
The West's steel enıbargo from February 
1950 and the ensuing US ban on supplies 
of sirategic materials did the rest. 

These events of the past are still having 
their effect on the present. They explain, 
for instance, the GODR's continuous striv- 
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Kurt Bledenkopf 

„ (Photo: Poly! 
German Unity Day, to banish the mo ÎÎ 
“betrayal” from political discanig 
This still applies. 

This includes the politically binit 
declaration that we do not want te 
change Poland's western frontier, i 
other words that we regard the erithg 
frontier as permanent. 

The creation of the necessary eto 
omic conditions includes our willing: 
ness to invest our economic power in 
the common restructuring of the GDR's 
economy and infrastructure. 

Bishop Leich declared that the perm- 
eability of the borders between the Fed 
eral Republic of Germany and de 
GDR, which the Church welcomes, hs 
revived an understandable question: 

“Why has the outcome of a terk 
war emanating from German soil hi 
such different effects in the East andr 
the West of our fatherland?” 

This question is one of the crucial | 
questions of the intra-Gernmıan relatiom ` 
‘Fhtpfvwirhtrare the political aid moral 
implications of the fact that the conse’ 
quences of the catastrophe of 1945 
were so unevenly distributed between 
the people in the two parts of Germany? 

Freedom and prosperity on the ont 
side, a lack of freedom and relalit 
poverty on the other; support for rec 
struction by the USA in the West & 
huge reparation payments to the Sort 
Union and Its permanent subsidisatiol 
within the Comecon framework jı th 
East. 

This uneven distribution of con 
sequences of war becomes an 12 
able injustice if we e to do our u 
most lo redress the balance. 

"The first step ãlong the road ê 
a realisation of human rights i 0f 
whole of Germany is E 
comparable materiel liviig condit™ 
in the whole of Germany. 2 

'What is taken for granted within he 
European Community must as0 
to the Intra-German relationship. 

‘There ig a need for both a Europe 
ûand an intra-German feg' onal. 
structural policy. ت‎ 

Freedom and freedom of or 
ifi the. twp, German states without 
arable VÎ ûg conditions would nol ® 
to stability, but to new disharmone 
andfriction.  ;.._  , and 

"Once again our commitment 
readiness to share the economic conf” 
enisation for war-induced Josseş 5 8 
prerequisi{e for reforms in the GDR. 

` This includes the developmen off 
ropriate .forms ,of, çconamic coop“! 
or investment and the alloçation 
public funds,, paving. the Way ;for # 
convertibility of çurrencies, and the 

justment of the sopgial systems. i 
As.in thé European Commun + 
social fimension js 4lso.ong of.thed 

sive requirementg for co parable 
ntinued an.page 15 - 
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have produced a situation in which the 
GDR is losing this ideological legitima- 
tion. , 

SED ideologist Otto Reinhold 
claimed that a “capitalist GDR,” in 
other words a free GDR as we under- 
stand it, would forfeit its right to exist. 

Reforms in the GDR, therefore, al- 
ways affect the identity of the GDR and 
thus the justification for its existence. 
We must take this fact into account. 
® The economic and technological sig- 
nificance of the GDR for the Soviet Un- 
ion is declining. 

In the past the Soviet Union above all 
acquired GDR technology in exchange 
for raw materials. Today it can sell its 
commodities ‘in the’ West and also in- 
creasingly mêet its technology needs 
there, 

The GDR's former key role within 
the Comecon framework is being relati- 
vised to a growing extent by the opening 
up of borders. The Soviet Union’s econ- 
omic interest in the GDR, therefore, is 
also on the wane. 

Fourth, the threefold (military policy, 
ideological and technological/econom- 
ic) legitimation deficit is the biggest ob- 
stacle to the development of perspec- 
tives and the implementation of re- 
forms, 

Both are absolutely essential to stop 
the current exodus of refugees and eli- 
minate social tension in the GDR. 

A relurn to the post-war order and 


thug to Soviet respongibililtya.foz_the. 
GDR as a "zane of occupation” is out of 


the question. 

The legitimation of the GDR and its 
political ability to act and effect reforms 
must be ensured as a partner in a Euro- 
pean peace order. 

There have been suggestions (by 
GDR emigré writer Stefan Heym, for in- 
stance) that the “true realisation of so- 
cialism” should be acknowledged as a 
task and as the basis of legitimation. 

In view of the reforms in the Soviet 
Union, Poland and Hungary, however, 
and the lack of clarity about what this 
“true socialism” entails, this suggestlon 
is hardly practicable. 

What is practicable is to view every- 
thing listed as necessary by the Fifth 
Synod of the: Association of Protestant 
Churches in the GDR in Eisenach in 
September and what the chairman of the 
Association, Bishop Leich, described as 
a task of state: political and economic 
changes. 

Fifth, two things are necessary in or- 


possible. 
The corresponding political frame- 
work must be created and the necessary 


: der. 0 ake these, reforms ang. chgqgges 


. economic conditions must be estab- 
. lished. The Federal Republic of Ger- 
„ many is called upon to play its part, 


The. political framework includes a 
willingness to talk to and cooperate with 
all political and social forces in the 
GDR, including the state organs and the 
political leadership,  :. 
„ Discussions on ingratiation, dissocia- 
tion or rapprochement in the West are 
neifher fruitful nor appropriate for the 
dimension of this task... : 
In the past we all acted iii accordance 
with the rules of the post-war order. We 
all need to gather experience with the 
necessities of a nêw order. : - 


Everyone agreed to Social Demoqrat 


Erhard Eppler’ş call ûn:17, June 1989, 
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Burden-sharing must be the bedrock 
of intra-German relations . 


European Community, and the political 

and economic decline in Eastern Eu- 

rope have made these contradictions 
overwhelming, 

Through his. reform policy Mikhail 
Gorbachov has given way to them in the 
Soviet Union. و‎ 

The political and economic revolu- 
tion be has triggered has already spread 
to Poland and Hungary and can be ex- 
pected to spread even further, 

. Its future course will be marked by 
setbacks, tenslon and crises. The pro- 
cess, however, is irreversible; a return to 
the previous status quo is impossible, 

Second, the period of transition from 
the post-war order to an all-European 
peace order is a period of radical up- 
heavals, changes and risks of tension 
and crises. 

The predictability of political devel- 
opments and the reliabjlity of past ex- 
perience are declining. 

` The continued existence of enormous 
military potentials in both parts of Eu- 
rope remains a risk. For this reason a 
military safeguarding of peace will still 
be absolutely essential in future. 

The character of the threat, however, 
is changing. : 

‘lt no longer emanates from the ideo- 
logically rooted aggressiveness of a 
monolithic military bloc. The danger of 
military conflict today is caused by the 
risks connected with the radical changes 
inside the East bloc countries, 

Nato must’ develop. a new strategie 
concept which takes into account the 
new character of this threat. 

This not only has implications for the 
planned modernisation of short-range 
systems. 

The new concept must above all com- 
bine the military means of risk limita- 
tion with the economic means of risk re- 
duction. 

Cooperation with the East in the 
economic field and the development of 


new political and social structures is 
part of peacekeeping in Europe, The as- 
sociated burdens are also burdens of se- 
curity policy. 

Third, the end of the post-war period 
also marks the end of the previous justi- 
fication of the divişion of Germany and 
thus the end of the raison d'être of the 


GOR Sa ION ENES. 
e' In terns of power pole thé GDR 
was the keystone of. the hegemonic 
structuring: of Eastern Europe by the 
Soviet Union, ’.. 

At the same time it was the corners- 
tone of the Warsaw Pact, the buckle of 
the Soviet security belt, and the Soviet 
Union's bridgehead In central Europe. 

İn the new European order the QDR 
will increasingly lose this security policy 
function, : 
® As opposed to Poland and Hungary . 
the GDR does not possess a historical ` 
and national identity, 4 

Its identity and hence its legitimation 
as a state are defined onfı the basis of afi- 
ti-fascism and the implementation of so- 
cialism as ù task of the state. 

The reduction of ideological confron- 


tation between the. West and the Eaşt م‎ 


and the çritical revision of the Stalin era 


The writer of this “Rheinischer Mer- 
kur/Christ und Welt" article, Professor 
Kurt Bledenkopf, is a national execu- 
tive member of the Christian Democrat- 
ic Union (CDU) and a member of the 
German Bundestag. 


Hg Sematat is reputed to have 

coined the phrase that the Federal 
Republic of Germany is an economic 
giant but a political dwarf. E 

It may have been true in the past. To- 
day, however, the post-war period is 
drawirg to a close and with it the era in 
which the political significance. and the 
political responsibility of the Federal 
Republic could be defined in this way. 

In keeping with its true political and 
economic power our country must take 
part in shaping of a new European or- 
der and constructing the common Euro- 
pean house, 

Our, neighbours in East and West 
know that the Federal Republic of Ger: 
many cannot permanently remain a 
state, and that the Germans cannot 
permanently remain a people, subjected 
to post-war constraints. 

We arouse the mistrust of our neigh- 
bours foday by trying to make ourselves 
look smaller than we are, not by acting 
in accordance with our true political 
significance and the resulting responsib- 
ility in Europe. 

Part of our political responsibility for 
all Germans and for Europe is to devel- 
op initiatives on how to help shape the 
new European order above and beyond 
the framework .of the European Com- 
munity and Nato. 

This particularly applies to the fur- 
ther development of the relationship be- 
tween the two German states and to the 
future of Berlin. . : 

By stating that the refugee problem is 
an intra-German affair the Soviet Union 
has already clarified that this is our re- 
sponsibility. 

It is a problem that cannot be re- 
solved in isolation; it must be viewed 
within the framework of a longer-term 
all-German perspective, 

Part of our political responsibility is 
to develop such a perspective and trans- 
late it into action. This is in the German 
as well asin the European interest, 

In doing so we must bear in mind the 
following facis: : 

First, the post-war period is coming 
to an end. The political order of post- 
war Europe is losing its binding charac- 
ter. .., EI 

The order of the postwar period has 
been the ~ successful and clearly de- 
marcated —~ order of blocs, 

It has guaranteed peace in Europe 
and still does so today. It ensures stabil- 
ily and predictability. 1 

, This explains why no-one has so fa 
seriously tried to change it,. E 

History, however, cannot be brought 
to a standsUll. Existing contradictions 
cannot be permanently igrnored.or sup- 
pressed. 2 

A contradiction to which this particu- 
larly applies is the ideological division 
of Europe and the suppression of hu- 
man rights in Europe, OFA 

Beneath the cloak of the post-war or- 
der these contradictions have constant- 
ly grown. e 

The sucqesses of the system of free 
dom in Western Europe, fostered by the 
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ren for demographic and population 
structure reasons either. 

The birth rate has been on the decline 
again since the early 1980s, a wide 
range of incentives having triggerecl on- 
ly a temporary “baby boom.” 
` The last boom year was 1980, with 
245,000 births. Last year only 215,000 
babies were born in the GDR. 

By the year 2000 GDR experts ex- 
pect live births to decline still further to 
180,000 a year as low birth-rate age 
groups reach child-bearing age. 

The latest GDR health service 
yearbook shows East Germans to be 
reproducing at only 80 per cent of, lel 
us say, the replacement rate. 

GDR demographers feel this is a level 
below which the birth rate ought not, in 
the interest of population trends, to be 
allowed to Fall. But it might yet do so if 
the exodus continues. 

Parents have nat been having the two 
children they necd to replace them- 
selves, as it were, since 1971-72, with 
the result that the average age of the 
population has increased markedly in 
recent years. 

The number of children is declining 
as a percentage, while the number of 
middle-aged and old people is increas- 
ing, making the age-group hour-glass 
top-heavy. . > 

East Berlin forecasts expect this 
trend to continue until the year 201U. 
So the GDR must do all it can to keep 
young people in the country. 

Young people, not an ageing polilbu- 
ro, are the guarantee of a future for the 
GDR. 

Closing the border is not the way to set 
about il. Social conditions must ensure 
greater leeway for personal freedom of 
young people and be such that they feel 
able to identify themselves with them. 

Michael Mara 
(Der Tagesspiegel, Berlin, 7 October 1989) 
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In 1990 there will only be half as 
many apprentices as in 1980. The shor- 
tage .is particularly marked, and on the 
increase, in industry and the building 
trades, while in agriculture too young 
people are often not available in suffi- 
cient number. 

Industry will soon face a growing 
shorlage of scientists and technologists 
as the supply dries up with fewer and 
fewer young people leaving school. 

Professor Manfred Lûötsch ,of the 
Academy of Social Sciences says the 
number of newly qualified scientists and 
technologists will by the mid-1990s be 
down lo 30 or 40 per cent of their 
1974-75 peak, while large numbers of 
scientists and technologists will reach 
retirement age in the 1990s, 

That means lhe GDR's chances of 
narrowing the scientific and technologi- 
cal gap between it and the West will be 
bound to deteriorate due to the shor- 
gu ul youngsters leuving school to tik 
over from their elders. 

There is already a serious manpower 
shortage in industrial research depart- 
ments. 

The GDR can" afford a mass exodus 
of young people and couples with child- 


GDR can ill afford to lose 
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wm EXODUS 


mainly young refugees 


tary of the Rostock SED region, at a 
Party conference. 

Manpower wasn't to be had at any 
price. Many SED and FDJ (Free Ger- 
man Youth) officials in government and 


` industry were shocked to learn that ref- 


ugees or would-be refugees are mainly 
young people. 

` The dissatisfaction felt beneath the 
surface by young people has evidently 
been totally underestimated, 

Referring to the exodus of young peOo- 
ple in particular, FDJ leader Eberhard 
Aurich admitted at the GDR's National 
Health Conference that the FDJ would 
‘have to look into questions such as: 
© “whether we have been to blame for 
such personal decisions on how people 
want to live, decisions so damaging to us 
all} 
© whether we have sald nothing when 
we ought to have said something; 
® whether talking with each other 
would have been better." 

This new approach gives rise to hope 
that the leaders of the state youth organi- 
sation may have come to realise how seri- 
ous the situation is and to act accordingly. 

The mass exodus of young people hits 
the SED regime particularly hard, part- 
ly because it has always seen and por- 
trayed itself as “a state for young peo- 
ple" and partly because the GDR is 
more dependent than ever on young 
people if it is not to sink in scientific and 
technological competition with the 

Wut, 

Young people are already in short 
supply in many trades and industries. 
Low birth-rate years are now leaving 
school, with the result that numbers of 
school-leavers taking up apprentice- 
ships are declining drastically. 


celebrating officially an anniversary, but 
this GDR, talked about until now by 
church people, opposition outsiders and 
those who have pointedly decided to re- 
main. 

This other GDR is really the object of 
the review of 40 years' history of the 
other part of Germany. One can only 
speculate about its weight and strength. 

But.it is certainly true that the GDR 
only has a future if this other, minorily, 
GDR eventually has the chance of play- 
ing its role in political and social life. 

Hermann Rudolph 
` (Süddeutsche Zeitung, Munich, 7 October L989) 
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Continued from page 3 
force, since getting rid of it is not likely 
in the foreseeable future. 

On the other hand the posture of the 
Federal Republic is a determining factor. 
The Federal Republic has not the slight- 
est cause to recognise any of the GDR in- 
terpretations of a GDR citizenship. These 
interpretations would only be useful for 
shackling their own citizens. 

But the Federal Republic has every 
reason for respecting the responsibility of 
East German citizens for their’ own af- 
fairs. 1 
It is not the GDR as such, which is 


EVAG PRESENTS 
OV TTI TO 


e 


` Community, : ' 


ne of the results of 40 years of the 

GDR is that well over 100,000 
people will have left the socialist Ger- 
man state this year by one means or an” 
other. 

This figure may seem insignificant 
when compared with the GDR's popula” 
tion of 16.6 million, and representatives 
of the SED, the ruling Socialist Unity 
Party, take pains to make light of. the 


repercussions of this year’s exodus. 
They argue that the deserters ate a 


minority and that the GDR can readily 
do without several hundred thousand 


people: : a 

Even so, the SED central committee 
saw fit to suspend passport- and visa- 
free travel to Czechoslovakia in order 
to stem the tilde of refugees during the 
GDR's 40th anniversary celebrations, 

Economic considerations will have 
weighed no less heavily in persuading 
the GDR authorities to arrive at this de- 
cision. Alarming reports were certainly 
flooding in from fields, factories and 
workshops. 

The refugees have punched holes all 
over the GDR's thin manpower cover, 
gaps that cannot be filled at short notice. 

A long-term mass exodus would have 
unforeseeable consequences for the 
GDR's economy. 

As the managing director of an East 
Berlin works combine put it on GDR tele- 
vision, every working person who left for 
lhe West left a gap that could only be 
bridged by uıbers Juıuıg ınulc wurk. 

That isn't always possible, Overtime 
has increased by leaps and bounds in re- 
cent weeks, yet services have still had to 
be restricted, 

Shops and restaurants have been 
shut, The opening hours of health and 
other services have been reduced. Pub- 
lic transport services have been less fre- 
quent. 

Deutsche Reichsbahn, the GDR rail- 
ways, desperately short of train drivers, 
attendants and marshalling yard staff, 
announced that administrative man- 
Power was to be drastically reduced. 

Railway staff were to be transferred 
to plug the most serious manpower 
shortages. 

Rationalisation has assumed overrid- 
ing importance throughout the econo- 
my, not just in transport. No matter how 
loud factories hollered for manpower, 
there was nothing that could be done to 
help them, said Ernst'Timm, first secre- 
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tee for East-West Trade list, which limil- 
ed not only the export of arms but also 
high-technology goods, had to be sorted 
out. : 

At the present too much is in flux to 
say with any precision at present where 
European Community-Comecon con- 
tacts are heading. 

Extensive European political under- 
standing, referring equally to the East and 
the West, is necessary in reference to EC 
policies and the single European market. 

The other 11 members of the Com- 
munity obviously regard with discomfort 
the renewed flare-up of German discus- 
sions about reunification. 

The mid-life crisis the German Demo- 
cratic Republic is experiencing at, 40 is 
bound to affect European policy. 

. Perhaps that isn't sa bad, perhaps a re- 
newed initiative in the history of European 
unity policy, for “the development of fan- 
tasies,” as Herr Genscher would put it. 

Hortense Hörburger 
(Deutsches Allgemeines Sonntagsblatt, 
„, Hamburg, 6 October 1989) 


Bonn offers East Berlin ail 
in return for reforms 


leadership in the GDR decide to embark 
on reforms. The offer mainly envisages 
measures on projects for technological 
renewal of East German industry and the 
extension of consumer goods production 
in the German Democratic Republic, 


postal service is also involved in invest 
ments in the GDR — among other things 
for-the laying of an optical cable to Ber 
lin at a cost of DM35m. 


Bonn is prepared to give “extensive and 
wide-ranging” support to the GDR “iı al! 
sectors where this is conceivable." With 
the agreement of his coalition partners 
and the SPD, Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
has confirmed this offer, should the SED 


hancellor Kohl pointed out that re- 
forms were necessary because then 
the payments the Federal Republic al- 
ready makes to the GDR would be 


"economically more effeotiuorlmeumautamnm.wBetweeon.=1972 and 1988 (he Honn 


government has provided the GDR with 
hard currency amounting 0W 
DM11.525bn. The money is well spent 
for it not only benefited people in tl 
GDR but also the Federal Republic ol 
Germany. 

It includes the DM 270m provided for 
the repair and extension of the inland 
waterways from and to Berlin, for exam 
ple, and the DM386m which it 
planned to invest in environmental Pro” 
tection projects in the GDR and East 
Berlin up to 1993. 

‘Taxpayers’ money is also used for 0 
manitarian purposes, for wht iS usually 
‘spoken of as the ransom qf prisoner 
Substantial sums are sper! on securing 


. the release of detainees in GDR jails. 


Tt is impossible to pul an exact figure 


' on this because offlolal statistics 4® not 


it i 1 million 
released, but it involves Sever’ 1 
marks, usually pald not in cash e 
supplies which in thelr turn bene 


Federal Republic's econo e 
The same is true for the q 
bership status of tie GDR in the Ee 
pean Community,’ which comes 0 
due to tiş special economic relation 
the Geripan Democratic enjoys with 


` :-Thoêr advantagé of this piggy-back SY 
0 èê directly to the benefit of Feder” 
piiblic purchasers of ODR goods. 
"But this helps the GDR economy 
that the country can sell goods E 
would otherwise be unsaleable on f 
European Community market. 0 ت‎ 
Apart from public flhah ا‎ 
rously. 
the GDR have to pay gene 4 op. 
will make something like DM450m 
the compulsory sums that have tO bp e: 
‘changed crossing e East e 
ür M5 om visa charg 
me `. `" Eghatd Mürbik #' 
, 11 Ootober 19} ٤ 


(Ffankforter Runds 


timated in Bonn that in 1989 


These payments are considerable, They 
give the GDR an enormous hard currency 
advantage over other socialist countries, 

‘This year alone payments by Bonn 
amounted to DM829m. They will in- 
crease next year to DM1.25bn, The lar- 
gest item among the long-term benefits 
are the transit charges on the nutobalhns 
through the GDR to West Berlin. 

‘They are based on a 1971 agreement 
and amount to DM525m annually, Over 
the period 1990 to 1999 they will be in- 
creased to DM860m annually. 

‘To this can be added an annual flat 
rate for road tolls in the GDR which 
from 1990 onwards will be increased 
from DMSO0m to DM55m so that the 
GDR is guaranteed a deutschemark in- 
come of more than ten billion marks up 
to the end of the century. ا‎ 

The GDR has committed itself, on 


the other hand, to use DM60m of this . 


3 ا 
e‏ 
e‏ 


total for extéending the frontier crossing : 1D 
` FedelallRepublic. 


points and repairing the autobahn be- 
tween Berlin and: Hof or Herleshausen, 
which is urgently'needed. 

The: Federal Repùblic also conti 
butes to the extension of the ‘rail:néê-, 
twork and the running costs for the rall- 
ways. This year it plans to spend 
DM32.5m on this, to be increased to 
DM36.5m in the coming years. . 

The federal postal service:ensures a 
regular deutschemark income with a flat 
rate postal charge. This year the GDR 
postal service will benefit to the tune of 
DM221.5m  (lhcluding telecommuni- 
cations), 
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.i"This posts ‘ite will ‘increase to 


DM224.1m'in 1990. The West German. +. w' 
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` East-West trade ties in 
Germany and Europe 


` If the political situation had improved 
there would have been an agreement by 
the end of this year. 1 
It can be assumed with some certainty 
that the events of the past few days have 
resulted in the GDR getting, belatedly, a 
textiles and fisheries agreement for the 
country's 40th anniversary, which East 
Berlin wanted badly. I 

Although no .preference was given: to 
the GDR in negotiations with the Euro- 
pean Community, the GDR has always 
been in a special position. 

The German Democratic Republic is 
not a third country in the European Com- 
munity sense of the term, This is defined 
in an additional protocol to the Treaties 
of Rome about intra-German trade. , 

GDR products can enter the Federal 
Republic under special conditions, and 
intra-German (rade will not be affected 
by the Comecon agreement. 

In this additional provision the Federal 
Republic accepted the obligation, how- 
ever, not to reexport GDR goods to other 
member-states. 

Even so, GDR imports are exported to 
other European Community countries, 
although the Federal Economic Affairs 
Ministry in Bonn says they amount to on- 
ly about 0.7 per cent. 

That is an insignificant 0.02 per cent of 
the Federal Republic's exports to other 
European Community member-states. 

The Dutch Economic Affairs Ministry 
refused to approve the import of ball- 
point pens made in the QDR, But, in.4 
case brought before the European Court 
of Justice the validity of intra-German 
trade arrangements was confirmed, 

In a 21 September 1989 ruling the 
Court ruled that the other member-states 
did not have the right to reject goods im- 
ported from the Federal Republic but of 
GDR origin. 

The Court said lhat only in rare excep- 
tions could the economy of a member- 
state be endangered by the reexport by 
the Federal Republic of merchandise of 
GDR origin. 

In view of the scale of the trade the 
Court could see no danger to the Dutch 
economy. The Court confirmed that the 
GDR is not a third country for the Feder- 
al Republic. 

The single European market in 1992 
would not change the continuation of in- 
tra-German trade. 1 

Because border checks would no long- 
er apply, technical adjustments to check- 
ing GDR exports would be necessary. But 
no-one at present sees in this 4 serious 
Problem,” i i o vi 

Several East bloc states are more or 
less openly seeking contacts with the Eu- 
ropean Community. But the participants 
at the 44th Comecon conference’ iri 
Prague in the summer seemed agreed on 
creating a “common socialist "internal 
market.” The only country that did not go 
along with this was Rumania, 

After his return'from Pragué tû deal 
with the-refugee problem, Foreign Minis- 
ter Qenscher spoke on the radio'of a Eu 
rope Plan that would reawaken the Conti- 
nent's sense of Identity. ي‎ 

He was certainly aiming'his remarks at 
Mr Gorbachov. Herr Genscher knows 
that politics gets .nowhere on slogans’ 
alone, so hè added that it should be more: 
A programme like the Eureka’ reséarch. 
Project, open to companies in the East 

and the West, 3 ا‎ 
He said that the Coordinating Commit- 


The GDR is a Comecon member, but .has 
always enjoyed speclal status in the Euro- 
pean Community. Will ft still do so in the 
post-1992 single European market? 


he single European market is not far 

off: it should be set up by the end of 
1992. Many countries would like to join 
the European Community and have more 
or less formally applied to do so, They in- 
clude Austria, Cyprus, Malta, Morocco, 
Norway and Turkey. , 1 

But European Commission president 
Jacques Delors iş not particilarly eager to 
know about this at the présent. Aides 
cloşe to him say he believes the Comnmun- 
ity can only expand. after the year 2000. 

Apart fram the many difficulties which 
stand in the way of an economic union 
and a common European currency, rel- 
ations between the Council of Ministers 
nnd the European Parliament have to un- 
dergo change. Only then, in Jacque Del- 
ors’ opinion, can the European Commun- 
ity be extended further. 

But there are unmistakable rumblings 
in the German camp. Tens of thousands 
of GDR citizens are moving into the Fed- 
eral Republic, a European Community 
member-state, 

Jacques Delors has always kept to the 
Roman tradition and had a vision of an- 
cient Europe round the Mediterranean. 

Bonn Forcign Minister Hans-Dietrich 
Gensclıer, however, has come up with an 
East-West Europe, which he would Hike 
to see in his Europe Plan, 

In lhe mid-1980s relations between the 
European Community and Comecon be- 
gan to change after a long period of stag- 
nation. The Gernıan Democratic Repub- 
lic is a member of Comecon, the East 
blocs Council for Mutual Economic As- 
sistance (CMEA). ٤ 1 

In the very first phase the Comecon 
states rejected the Community, but this 
was overcome at the beginning of the 
1970s and there was a period of tough, 
long and unsuccessful negotiations. These 
talks faltered on the German Question. 

Brussels regards West Berlin as part of 
the Community, a view which the Com- 
econ states cannot condone, : 

Then Mikhail Corbachov was elected 
general secretary of the Soviet Commun- 
ist Party. From the outset he showed the 
political will for change. So consultations 
between the European Community and 
Comecon were reopened. 

When in May last year Mr Gorbachov 
acknowledged that an agreement between 
the Community andthe Comecûn states 
must include West Berlin, the way waš 
opened for this joint declaration, 

This declaration symbolised the official 
opening of relations between the two 
economic systems. a 

Since early this year Ingo Oster has 
been accredited as ambassador to the Eu- 
ropean Community on behalf of ‘the 
GDR. : : 

The Community is conducting special 
talks with the GDR and the Commission 
is.almost on the point of laying before the 
Council of Ministers proposals.for a ne- 
gotiating position.’ 1 

But up to the present the Commişşlofi; 
has not forwarded its proposals to the 
Council of Ministers. The Commission 
saw no reason to hurry matters along in 
‘view of.East Berlin's attitude toward the 
events ‘on Tienanmen Square in Peking 
and the refugee problem, Ns 
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Intentionally or unintentionally, SED 
ideologist Otto Reinhold has called the 
GDR's very identity into question in say- 
ing that a non-socialist GDR would natu- 
rally haye no justification for a separate 
existence. 

Economic policy mistakes have set the 
GDR back years.on several occasions. 
They mainly include the emphasis on 
heavy industry, an ill-advised fuel and 
power policy, the nationalisation of trades 
and crafts, the industrialisation of agricul- 
ture and the strict distinction between ani- 
mal and vegetable products. 

Other ill-advised ideas have included 
the repeated reorganisation of industry 
and the establishment of maonopoly-style 
combines, the permanent neglect of infras- 
tructure and old building stock and, last 
but not least, subsidies run riot. 

As director of the GDR Academy of 
Social Sciences, Olto, Reinhold says the 
key issue of the years to come-will be the 
development of productive forces. 1 

The leeway for a solution to domestic 

problems will depend on their progress 
alone, he argues. . 
.. The exact opposite is true. Aş long as 
ihe GDR’s domestic problems are not 
specified and tackled, as long. as people 
feel they are not regarded as capable of 
deciding for thenıselves, as long as they 
see the powers that be as arrogant, not to 
be trusted and incapable of self-criticism 
or change, productive forces in the GDR 
will not develop even moderately satisfac- 
torily. 

GDR newspapers now say not a lear 
need be shed for those who have left the 
country. The extenl to which they are mis- 
sed remains to be seen. 

Since the GDR was founded 40 years 
agu roughly threc and a lf niin have 
turned their back on it. Neilher fine words 
nor promises succeeded in persuading 
therm to stay. 

None of the many promises has heen 
kept, and the Party and state leaders lack a 
concept by which to regain the confidence 
lost. 

On its 40th anniversary the GDR is la- 
bouring under an unprecedented head of 
steam, under pressure verging on an ex- 
plosion. 

Unlike on previous occasions there will 
be no way in which to shut the escape 
valves: neither by resorting to force, as in 
June 1953, nor by sealing the country off, 
as in August 1961, nor by a dash of liber- 
alisation, as when Herr Honecker came to 
power, nor by denying and ignoring the 
existence of problems, as at present. 

‘Is what we are experiencing the midlife 
crisis ‘of a 40-year-old state or its dying 
agony? Joachim Nawrocki 

(Die Zelı, Hamburg, ë October 1989) 
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GDR leaders forfeit credibility 


Continued from page 7 


as easing restrictions on the arts, improv- 
ing living conditions for shifl workers and 
large families and.-- as a result of detente 
and the intra-German Basic Treaty — 
gained worldwide recognition of the GDR. 

He pursued a policy of demarcation as 
a counterweight to the foreign policy 
opening, It was a policy fraught with points 
on which clarification was needed. 

He proclaimed good-neighbourly rel- 
ations with the Federal Republic yet stat- 
ed, at the same time, that: "Our view of the 
enemy is absolutely right.” 

, SED propagandists drew subtle distinc- 
„tions between GDR citizenship, the social- 
ist nalion and German nationality. But 
people in the GDR seemed to come to 
terms with the state and to make use of the 
niches it provided. 1 

For a while Herr Honecker, ualike his 
predecessor, enjoyed a measure of popU- 
larity in the GDR. People referred to him 
as “Our Erich," ٤ 

At the eighth SED congress, held short- 
ly after he had assumed power, he said: 

“We know only one aim. The entire pol- 
icy of our party is permeated by the desire 
to do all we can for the good of the indi- 
vidual, for the happiness of the people, in 
the interest of the working class and of all 
working people." 1 

Many people in the GDR believed he 
meant it at the time. No-one takes him 
seriously now when he says: 

“Socialism is the only social system in 
which the individual can be an individual, 
in which human work and initiative benefit 
the people and are not abused." 

Like Ulbricht in his day, Honecker at 
the end of his era is no longer aware of the 
shape trends are tiıking. He has forfeited 
the goodwill he once enjoyed. 

Established dogmas are conıing apart at 
the seams. The leading role of the Party 
has degenerated to a state of leaderless- 
ness. 

The Soviet Union as a model is viewed 
with suspicion by the SED at the very mo- 
ment much of the population have, for the 
first time, come to see what is going on in 
Moscow as an example to be followed. 

More and more fraternal socialist coun- 
tries are behaving in a manner the SED is 
bound to see as anything but fraternal. 

The “socialist community" is breaking 
up. The “advanced socialist society" Ho- 
necker proclaimed at the eighth Party con- 
gress has gone on to the retreat. 

Tens of thousands of young people who 
have never kiown any other system have 
turned their back on the "socialist nation.” 

What is more; once they are in the West 
they refer to the (Soviet) “Zone” on the 
one hand and “Germany” on the other. 
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Christian Democrats could not afford 
to arrogantly claim that not a tear need be 
shed for the refugees. “We ought at least to 
consider why they left," he writes. 

In the Sûchsische Zeitung Erwin Law- 
renz, an SED member employed at the 
Robotron works in Dresden, is quoted as 
saying: 

“In my view it would be good if the Par- 
ty were to give a çlear answer to the 
events, to the questions and to the prob- 
lems which concern us and which we have 
constantly raised. 

“To behave as though they didn’t exist 
does not strengthen our ranks; it weakens 
them” . 

GDR newspapers are suddenly sound- 
ing a most unaccustomed note, self-cril- 
ically calling for an open media policy. In 
Tribiine, the daily newspaper of the 
FDGB, the East Berlin trades union con¬ 
federation, actress Ursula Werner writes: 

“We are. alarmed about the contradic- 
tion between the portrayal of our reality in 
official speeches and the media and the 
reality as we daily experience it.” 

Confidence had declined markedly, 
which was most alarming. A number of 
theatres had commented to this effect in 
slatements on noticehoards in their foyers, 
she noted. 

Manfred Wekwerth, president of the 
GDR Academy of Arts and SED central 
committee member, complains in the East 
Berlin LDPD daily Der A4forgen of mis- 
leading terminology used in the media 
when negatives can no longer be avoided. 

Techniques have been devised to make 
sure that the truth is never said. “Bad” is 
said to be “not yet good." Poor work is 
taken as an occasion for an appeal to work 
"even betler." 

Leipzig student Jens Richle sounds a 
reflective note in Jurıge Welt, the Free Ger- 
man Youth daily, saying thal several hun- 
dud SLED nembers had aUtcuded the 
Monday evening “peace service” in Leip- 
zig's Nikolaikirche. 

After the service 70,000 people had 
taken to the streets in a demonstration for 
more democracy. 

Inside the church there had been an 
“amazing atmosphere of mutual agree- 
ment on current social problems.” 

While the SED newspaper indicates 
readiness to engage in a dialogue with 
people holding different views in this 
case, it rules out talks with lawyer Rolf 
Henrich of the largest GDR Opposition 
group, New Forum, on the country's fU” 
ture. 

Henrich's name (he used to be an 
SED official but was expelled from the 
party when his book Der vorniund- 
schaftliche Staat was published in the 
West) has yet to be mentioned by the 
media. 


Ingomar SchwelJ/AP 
(Hannoversche Allgemeine, 12 Oclober 1989) 
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= THE PRESS 
Print media 
sound note 
of criticism 


U . no-holds-barred self- 
criticism in GDR newspapers has in- 
cluded the following comment in the Dres- 
den CDU daily Die Union: 

“Information about the events of recent 
days and nights in the city centre of Dres- 
den, including our own coverage yester- 
day, was onesided and conveyed a wrong 
impression.” 

‘The copy it saw fil to criticise was,an of- 
ficial Press release that had evidently been 
reprinted without further ado. . ٍ 

' Demonstrators who had called for more 

democracy in connection with the GDR's 
40th anniversary were accused of hooli- 
ganism and unconstitutional acis that were 
hostile toward the state. 

In the wake of its 40th anniversary the 
GDR seems to have embarked on a spate 
of glasnost. 2 

Views differ between newspapers, is- 
sues that used to be taboo are suddenly 
aired in public and journalists are object- 
ing to a uniformity of media coverage that 
hasn't seemed to worry them in the past. 
Government control of the flow of infor- 
mation has grown particularly unpopular 
with newspapers published by parties 
other than the ruling Socialist Unity Party 
(SED). 

The most daring move was by Nere 
Zeif, the East Berlin CDU daily, which 
used reported speech in quoting the offi- 
rial news agency. ADN 

*™Mémbers of the People's Police are 
said lo have been atiacked with stones, 
boriles and firebrands," the paper wrote, 
attributing the claim to the agency. 

At the same time it deleted a reference 
lo demonstrators as rowdies and criminals 
in the Interior Ministry Press release quot- 
edby ADN. 

Newspapers were agreed in calling for a 
dialogue between the state and its unwel- 
come and no doubt inconvenient critics. 

Many readers’ letters echoed the words 
of councillor Gerd Gordalla, writing to the 
Leipziger Volkszeitung: 

“If we want to change things, which we 
do, then what we now need is an atmos- 
phere in which dialogue and joint activi! 
are the keynotes." 

In Neue Zeit Otto Wuttke of Dresden is 
quoted as being disappointed that the 
newspaper had only seen fit to print a 

‘single ADN commentary on the mass exo-. 
dus of GDR citizens to the Wes  ' 
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which is happening around then. lk 1 
the state and party leadership in lk 
GDR, far example. : 0 

Only Erich Honecker and Ais eronias 
‘apparently believe that the huge lorch- 
light procession which the Fre 
Deutsche Jugend (FDJ), the Conımuit 
youth organisation, “stage-managed” OR 
the eve of the anniversary is a reflection 
of what East German youth really thinks. 

Hundreds of thousands of members of 
the FDJ, with their traditional blue shirts, 
marched past the VIP rostrum for two 
hours. 

' Although the- figure was impressive il 
probably reminded many onlookers thal 
just as many young people have lefl le 
country this year alone because they have 
lost all hope of any change for the betl 
in the GDR. 

Those who still hope celebrated thet 


state's 40th birthday in different ways. 


‘Whereas ‘seme people took @ the 
streets lo demunstratively wave 1 
for the state, demonstrators of the same 
age took to the same streets one day later 
in anger at conditions in the GDR. 
On the same evening as the torchligit 
procession, which was modelled on the 
procession which took place in 194% 
two thousand mainly young people gat 
ered in the Erlöserkirche for whal th 
called a “Workshop of:the Future.” 
As opposed to the scenes on | 
streets. their aim was not confrontation, 
but the search for mutual understanding. 
“What now, GDR?" This question. 
which is currently preoccupying 
minds of many in the Federal Republic of 
Germany, was also the key 
tlhe discussion. E 
The various opposil ا ا‎ 
emerging in the QDR wanted e 
practise what thelr counterpafl 
has refused for so long: dialogue. Jed 1o 8 
Even though the. discussion 


f the evening 


Soon after 


thing şeeme 


(Frankfurter :Allgemelne 
flr Dautachland, 9 October 199 


Eyebaii-to-eyebali on the streets of East Berlin. 


nê, ١ 


„They warn' against criminaljsinğ peo- 
ple who hold views that diffef ‘from . 


ı About a thousand people gathered in 
front of the church. Even more would 
‘have-aome.if the police had not cordoned 
off all access.roads. : 3 
ı Those inside of the encircled area 
were unable to get out, whereas those 
outside stood no chance of getting in. 

Gottfried Forck, the bishop of Berlin- 
Brandenburg, who had rushed along to 
the church, successfully asked the police 
to let the people leave the church fore- 
court in small groups without being ar- 
rested. 

Some left the area, whereas others 
reassembled on the corner in front of 
Schönhauser Allee station. 

They started to sing So ein Tag, so 
wunderschön wie heute (Oh what a beau- 
tiful day, today), their contribution to the 
GDR'’s birthday celebrations. 

Although there were only about. two 
hundred demonstrators left and they 
were- surrounded hy hundreds of polite 
they refused to budge, either sitting or 
standing on the street. 

. Individual demonstrators were carried 
away, others hit with truncheons, 

Roughly two hours after midnight the 
remaining demonstrators were encircled 
and then dragged into lorries and buses, 

Some of the demonstrators who tried 
to escape by climbing over the fence onto 
the railway tracks. behind were also ar- 
rested. 

. Workers’ militia groups had even gath- 
ered along the tracks, 

With the help of hundreds of security 
and police force members the East Ger- 
man state was finally able, with tremen- 
dous difficulty; to come to grips with the 
spontaneous protest, 

The unrest which is being articulated 
throughout the ‘GDR, however,. will 
probably become even louder and more 
discernible —~ at least for all those who 
are not deaf and blind to everything 
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mW EAST BERLIN 


Anniversary counter-demo 
takes police by surprise . 


Freedom," that the whole affair turned 
into a protest march. 
The number of protesters grew rapidly 
as people who were previpusly no more 
than festival visitors joined in and also 
began to chant. 1 

Over a thousand people made their 
way towards the Palace of the Republic; 
where a big farewell reception was 
planned for official guests at 6 p.m. 

; .Shortly before they got there, however, 
the demonstrators were confronted by a 
hastily formed police cordon, 

Although the GDR government ex- 
pected protest it had not apparently ex- 
pected such a spontaneous accùmulation 
of people. 

Both the security forces and the de 
monstrators seemed unorganhised, 

The shouts of “Gorbi, Come Out” and 
“We're Staying Here” became louder and 
louder, but, the demonstrators had no 
choice but to beat a retreat towards Alex- 
anderplatz. : 

By this time several thousand people 
had joined the demonstration, most of 
them young East Germans, marchirig 
through East Berlin's city centre. 

Chanting “Come Out into the Streets" 
and “New Forum" they made their way to 

‘the building of the official GDR news ag- 
ency, ADN. 1 

It was here that the security forces 
stepped in after demonstrators started to 
shout “Democracy, Democracy,” “Liars, 
Liars" and “Freedom of the Press, Free- 
dom of'the Presa." ... : . ' 2 

The spokesmen were dragged into a 
courtyard. After the crowd gathered in 
front of the courtyard dnd voiced their 
anger more and more threateningly by 
shouting “No Violence" things took a 
very fast turn for thé worse, 

Some demonstrators had blood 
streaming down their faces after being hit 
over the head with rubber truncheons, 
others were dragged away. 

Police seemed to come from all direc- 
tions. Lorries with hùge barriers were 
parked along the streets, 

Many of those who had joined the 
demonstration on the spur of the mo- 
ment tried to êscape. 

A “hard core" was pushed back in a 
northerly direction, but was not willing to 
be intimidated. It made its way to the 
Gethsemane church in the Prenzlauer 
Berg district, where a permanent vigil 
was being kept for people arrested durin, 
the Leipzig demonstrations. 8 


پڪ 


undated. with . messages .and reşolytions 


` from local SED brahthéês, factories ahd in- 


stitutions making these very, demands. 
In East Berlin trade union officials at 
VEB Bergmann-Borsig and Berliner 


, Bremswerke submitted resolutions to the 
trade unlon executive, while staff at four. 


University Hospital clinics, from chief 
surgeons to nurses; wrote to the SED çen? 


policy,. with notices on billboards ari 
petitions for which, signatures ãı 
collected. ّ 


those of the powers that be and ‘voice 
hopes of a “comprehensive dialogié bı 


and {he people.” .  pejer Nöldeéthen 


(General-Anzelgar, Bonn, 9 October.1989), 
) 


tral committee and the Health Ministry. ` 
In the arts companies of several thea: .. 
tres have called ‘for changes ii media - 


. ween: the state and Party Teadership 


' Continued from page 5 

account of their work for these objectives. 
They demanded the release of detainees; 
the waiving of sentences passed and the 
quashing of cases in progress or under in- 
vestigation. : 
Their “enormous potential of specia- 
lised knowledge” was, they felt, urgently 
needed fûr social renewal. “You lay claim ` 
to the leading role," they said in ari appeal 


to members of the ruling SED: “Play itl" . 


Demands for ohange must no longer ex- 
chude'even a single trade union election or 
plan debate by the works assembly, 

People must insist on being told the un- 
varnished tryth, the full facts of the case, 
و‎ on all decisions being reached in pub- 

“Careerists must be.voted out and hon- 
est workmates elected to replace them.” 

The state and Party leadership and the , 
trades union confederation have been in- 


hat's ‘going on here? Is this Kreuz- 
berg?” asked a woman leaving 

Schönhauser Allee station in East Ber- 

lin's Prenzlauer Berg borough just before 

midnight on 7 October, : 

She was appalled by what she saw, I 
was like footage she'd seen on TV of the 
riots in Kreuzberg in West West Berlin. 

Hundreds of men in uniform had het-. 
metically sealed off the streets in front of 
the station. : 

The Volkspotizei (people's policê) had 
been reinforced by crack soldiers from 
ûn elité güards regiment whlch normally 
stands guard in front of the Coüncil of 
State building when ambassadors are ac- 
credited. They were joined later by work- 
ers' militia units, 

The workers’ milltia groups, which 
wear a standard military uniform, were 
formed in all business enterprises in the 
GDR after the 1953 workers’ uprising. 

‘They consist of regular employees and 
have the task of protecting property and 
the borders of the GDR. 

More recently, they hve also been 
trained to combat Internal unrest. Many 
enterprises are reputed to be extremely 
reluctant to take part in such operations. 

„, The deplayment of these militia 
groups against demonstrators in East 
Berlin, the first time this has ever hap- 
pened, had everyone worried, 

: Even people who had up until tlien 
simply watched events in silence started 
shouting “Traitors of the Working Class." 

The hundreds of men in uniform were 
supported by a whole army of civilian se- 
curity forces, 

Furthermore, three water cannons had 
been brought into position, A fourth wa- 
ter cannon was on standby. 

Uniformed and civilian security forces 
stood on every corner of the streets lead- 
ing off Schönhauser Allee in order to 
cordon off the area extensively if neces- 
sary, as they had already done earlier that 
evening. : 

Their main job, however, was to pre- 
vent demonstrators from joining the fray 
from different directions, 

' The biggest demonstration East Berlin 
had seen since the workers’ revolt in 
1953 began quite harmlessly, 

A few members of civil rights groups 
galhered on Alexanderplatz, where a big 
public festival. was (aking place at the 
time, to publicly protest against the local 
elections held on May 7. 

ı The groups had done this every month 
since the election, claiming that the re- 
sults were rigged. 

October 7, however, was a speclel'day. . 
Not far from the location of this demon- 
stration Soviet leader Mikhail Gorba- 
chov was talking to the Comnıunist party 
general secretaries who had come to Fast’ 
Berlin to celebrate the 40th anniversary 
ofthe GDR. 

The demonstrators were soon sur- 
rounded — by both state securily forces 
and journalists from all over the world. . 

For quite some time everyone re- 
mained silent and motlonless. Apparent- 
ly unflustered by all this an entertainer 
nearby went on singing typical Berlin 
songs. 

Many of the passers-by also failed to - 
sense that something was in the air. They 

.just stared at the crowd of people and 
walked by eating their ice-cream or bock-- 
wurst. 

It was only after 5 p.m., as the crowd 
started to chant “Gorbi, Help Us” and 
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ا 
| س 
g Leonhard‏ 

(Photo: Archives} 
however, could include the following 
politicians: Günter Mirttag, 62, Günther 
Schabowski, 60, and Egon Krenz, 52. 

Giünler Mittag could be described as 
a technocrat. Egon Krenz, an absolute 
agitator, is Erich Honecker's own fa- 
vourite, 

Giünler Schabowski, a trained engi- 
neer who is currently the regional party 
secretary of East Berlin, could be cex- 
pected to adopt a more accommodaling 
and modern stance. 

Although such a change of lcadership 
would not bring about the transition (O 
reforms it would improve prospects of a 
more flexible and elastic policy which 
might then lcad to a course of reform. 

1 wish the opposition, above all (he 
new movements “New Forum,” “Dem- 
ocracy Now" and many other groups, 
every success and the growing support 
of the population. 

Their goals and programmatic postu- 
lules are impressive. Their demands 10 
be taken serıously as a partner in dia- 
loguc are justified. Their proposals are 
necessary and realistic. 

I hope that their endeavour to gain 
the support of people in the GDR for 
their cause will be successful. 

Future reforms in the GDR, encom- 
passing the development of pluralism, 
the attainment of democratic rights and 
liberties, religious tolerance, a freedom 
of cultural activity, and the guarantee of 
a broadly based involvement of the cit- 
izens of the GDR in the running of their 
state, would by no means automatically 
lead to reunification. 

If millions of GDR citizens were giv- 
en the opportunity to reform and ree 
siructure their society they would quite 
rightly be proud of the reforms achieved 
and quite rightly claim the right to re- 
main master in their own house. 

They cannot be expected to simply 
cheer enthusiastically if West German pol- 
itical parties set up branches in the GDR. 

Successful reforms would create a cer- 
tain feeling of independence in the GDR, 
accompanied, of; course, by rapproche- 


هح یی 
Wolfgan‏ 


`” ‘ment vis-a-vis the Federal, Republic of 


` Geriiany and, the possibility of establish- 
ing more extensive and intensive ties with 
Bonn, . E 
In particular I eh¥isage the .free,and 
unimpeded ‘exchange of newspapers; 
periodicals and books, the free and in- 
impeded exchaiige .of. students, profes- 
‘sors, workers afd representatives fro 
‘all walks of life, and joint projects'in the 
field ‘of madërn. research and .environ- 
, ; mental protgetion. '. . E8 
Finally, I could then even imaging — al- 


'  bélt atthe end of such a procèss öf reform 
i— army.units from the Federal Republic 
of Germany and the. GDR joining fofces 
tg teardown thè . barbed wire : fences 
+ whith, divile them 


“and to démölish the 
Wolfgang Leonhdrd.. 
gor, Bonn, 7 October 1989) 


reasons they cannot: 
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I PERSONAL VIEW 


So little has changed, so much could, 
says GDR refugee of 40 years ago 


was professor at the history faculty at 
Yale University, where he lectured on 
the history of the Soviet Union, Eastern 
Europe and the internatlonal Communlst 
movement. In the last two years he has 
visited the Soviet Union three times, His 
best-known book is Dile Revolution 
entldft ihre Kinder, 1955; hls most re- 
cent İs entitled Der Schock des Hitler- 
Stalin-Pakts. 


This must include reforms in the ap- 
paratus of political power, attaching 
greater importance to laws and the ad- 
ministration of justice, cultural free- 
dom, religious tolerance, open discus- 
sions in the mass media, the freedom to 
form organisations and political parlies, 
and a genuine multi-candidate — or 
even mulli-parlty — system and proper 
parliaments to seriously consider the in- 
terests and problems facing society. 

Economic reform can only be suc- 
cessful on the basis of glasnost and per- 
estroika. 
€ Reform is inevitable in the GDR, 
since the people are no longer willing to 
put up with the situation there and no 
longer willing to be regimented. 

They are rebellious and quite rightly 
making demands, especially for demo- 
cratic rights and liberties, reforms and 
liberalisation. 

In view of the economic and techno- 
logical constraints and the growing 
picssurc cxciled by lhe Kast Geral 
population reforms are bound to mater- 
ialise in the foreseeable future. 

The most imporlant aspecl is nol a 
change of leadership, but the factors al- 
ready listed. Nevertheless, a change of 
leadership could facilitate the transition 
to a reform course. 

The current GDR leadership, 77- 
year-old Erich Honecker, 77-year-old 
leading ideologist Kurt Hager, 75-year- 
old prime minister Willi Stoph, and 81- 
year-old head of the state security ser- 
vice Erich Mielke, forms a party geron- 
tocracy which already assumed import- 
ant functions during the Stalin era and 
leading functions during the Brezhnev 
period from 1964 until the mid-1980s. 

These politicians represent a strange 
Stalinist-Brezhnevist mixture. They are 
neither willing ior able to take note of 
the real situation in the GDR and even 
less inclined to initiate reforms via a 
process of renewal, 

They are afraid they might lose their 
power and privileges. Their vigorous 
„and often provocative demeanour iş On” 


’ In the current ieading echelori of the 
SED there is no obvious reformer cast 
in the same mould as Mikhall Gorba- 
.chov, ا‎ : 

A new post-Honecker leadership, 


sible for economic 
beimplemented... . 


. If, on the othér hand; reformers can . 


rely on the binding: assurance by the 


‘Federal Republic .öf Germany .that .it 
will support economic’ reforms with ils; . 
‘economic power it-would then become, 
clear that the opposition to reforms In’ . 


the’ GDR merely; serves to sustaip the’ 
existing power structure, .'. i 

:* 1, Î Kurt Biedenkopf 

`‘ i (Rhelnlscher Merkür/Cbrist ull Welt, 


” Bonn, ë October 1989} 3 


“Jaf attompttd covêrüp tlteir fear, 


Karl Marx College for Political Instruc- 
tlon from September 1947 until March 
1949. Because of his opposition to Stal- 
inism and the Ulbricht system he fled 
from the Sovlet zone to Yugoslavla In 
March 1949. He bas lived in the Federal 
Republic of Germany since November 
1950 as an expert on questlons relating 
to the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and 
the GDR. From 1966 to 1987 Leonhard 


improve their financial situation, but 
solely because of their understandable 
aversion to the system there and a de- 
sire to independently and actively begin 
a new life. 

What the German Communists had in 
mind in 1945 bore no resemblance to 
what then developed. 

The German Communists at that 
time, of whom I was one, hoped for a re- 
public with a parliamentary democracy 
and all rights and freedoms for the peo- 
ple — as proclaimed when the KPD was 
set up. 

They did not want the superimposi- 
tion of a bureaucratic Stalinist system 
on German soil, bul their own demo- 
cratic path to socialism in line with the 
specific German situation. 

They hoped for genuine comradely 
cooperalion with the olher parties al- 
ready founded in 1945 — the Christian 
Demacratic Union, the Social Demo- 
crats and the Lihcral Democrats. 

Laci purly bud iıyvce ıncınbcıs will 
equal rights in the “anti-fascist bloc" 
and there was every indication at the 
outset that genuine cooperation was 
taking place. 

When the Communist and Social 
Democratic parties were forcibly 
merged to form the SED on 2I April 
1946, the German Communists hoped 
for an independent party in which mem- 
bers could develop an informed opinion 
democratically, a party whose demo- 
cratic path would lead to socialism. 

Many Communists also favoured a 
new pluralistic model of socialism along 
the lines attempted during 1968 Prague 
Spring and practised today in the Soviet 
Union, Hungary and Poland. 

On its 40th anniversary the GDR 
stands at a crossroads. 1 

For the following reasonsg the contin- 
uation of the bureacratic and dictatorial 
style of socialism would undoubtedly 
mean the end of the GDR: 
® The GDR still lags behind western 
industrialised countries economically. 
Economic reform is absolutely essential 


ANS RRga tend! ا ا ی‎ 
1 arr all socialist coun- 


: ex 
' tries have shown that economic reform 


cannot be effected in isolation. It can on- 
1y be implemented within the framework 
of an overall reform of the system. 


Continued from page 15 .. 
conditions .in the intra-German: rela- 
tionship; Above all, the development of 
aligned dystems of pensions is an all~ 
German task. : س‎ 

The Federal. Republic! of Germany 
` should not use the penslois conttibu- 
itlons öf the East German refugees Herë 

to simply provide retjef for its own pen 
-sions syste. E 
As long 4s demands for économic rê-. 

forms in the GDR are cqüntered by the 
‘argument that their realisation'1s-imıpos~ 


The writer, Wolfgang Leonhard, was 
born in Vienna in 1921, He spent his 
childhood in Berlin and 10 years of his 
youth, from 1935 to 1945, in the Soviet 
Union. In May 1945 he returned to Ber- 
lin as a member of the Ulbricht Group, 
working until 1947 for the department of 
agitation and propaganda of the Com- 
munist, later Socialist Unity Party, Cen- 
tral Committee. He taught at the party’s 


ince I fled from what was then the 

Soviet zone of occupation and is 
now the German Democratic Republic 
(GDR) in March 1949, none of the 
fındamental principles underyling the 
political structure of East German so- 
ciety have changed, 

The GDR was and still is a bureau- 
cratic-cum-dictatorial system, a system 
which many commentators on develop- 
ments in the Communist world quite 
rightly describe as Kasernensozialismus 
(lit: barracks socialism). 

It is marked by a vast, distended and, 
with only a few exceptions, incompetent 
bureaucracy which incapacitates its 
population and deprives it of its rights. 

İt is a system which is neither able to 
keep pace with the technological adv- 
ances of lhe world's industrial nations 
nor to guarantee an adequate supply of 
goods for the population as a whole. 

It has neither enabled the democratic 
participation of the population nor has 
itautjsfigd ils cial Jcuıunda. 

It has not managed to win over youth 
to its side. It is unable to give people 
hope or prospects for the future. 

[ first made the acquaintance of Wal- 
ler Ulbricht while I was in Moscow, but 
1 got to know him better between 1945 
end 1947. 

I already met Erich Honecker on 10 
May 1945, and I met him several times 
before March 1949. 

At that time Erich Honecker was a 
much more affable person than Walter 
Ulbricht. In principle, however, there 
was absolutely no difference in the func- 
tion and the politics of the two. 

They were both leading figures in a 
bureacratic and dictatorial system. Both 
were bent on consolidating the system 
aBd keeping everything under strict 
control, and both were hardly informed 
about, and not particularly interested 
in, the fate of thê population. 

T fled il March 1949, over 40 years 
ago. Today 1am the witness of a new ex- 
odus of refugees, 5 
„Although I am a sober-min 
bjective apap 0 

Isee the pictures of the thousarllSo 
young refugees fleeing from the GDR. 

Tam so glad that their attempts to flee 
have been successful. I am so glad that 
they now have the opportunity to shape 
their lives the way they want to. 5 


ded anı 


Hox 


Ihave tremendous respect for the fact 


that these refugees were willing to face 
lhe tremendous difficulties involved in 
ving friends, colleagues and homes. 
I can understand only too well that 
they no Jonger wanted to live in this sys- 


they feel that it has no fu -‏ ا 


My personal sympathy is particularly 


Breat, since most of them are the same 
ge lwašwhlen:I left 40 years a80. .. 7 


” After talking to' some of these tefur 
§ees I am:convinced that they have. by ., 
To mëans fled from the GDR simply to: 
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Wi THE ARTS 


Writers and artists are no longer the 
spearhead 


Oft bitten, twice sh 8 
to speak out too ên 3 dori 

Those who don't hanke 
dreams of their long-lost a 
they were not around in the days ofl 
cialist transformation tend tO seek 
fuge in cynicism. 

Rainer Schedlinski, 33, re 
the Zürich weekly Weltwoche 
and his friends, by joining the ranks, 
the GDR's Aufbau Verlag authors, 1 
become the “spoilt children of 

„ An illegal reading in a pri 
ment had a greater effect hie ai 
an officially arranged public 
“15 Kulturbund mums” on the oultskir 
of town. 

He for one is unblased and has nol 
lusions about his role in Condit 
where there is no such thing as dey 
cratic access to a wider public forall, 

Fritz Rudolf Fries's first note A, 
Weg nach Oobliadook, written pas 
ago, was recently published ini 1 
GDR edition, e MB | 

To his surprise and dima, yout 
people in the GDR identifed wiih bh 
characters in the novel when fe read er- 
tracts from it there. 

He said he was initially relselam o 
own up to the fact that this identifica 
tion could only be possible if nothing 
substantial had changed in the GDRin 
over 25 years. 

But writers and artists row sense thal 
old structures are gradually comig 

apart at the seams ii the GDR. 

Maybe their most deep-seated 
for not leaving the other German slate 
now is a desire to observe this process 


and te write aboutit. 
AMtanfred Jaeger 
(Deulsches Allgemeines Sonntagsblr 
Hamburg, 6ö October 1%: 


It embarked on its tirkurft im Allag {A 
rival at Everyday Life), to quote the tille of 
a short novel by Brititte Reimann. 

Christa Wolfs Der gereilte Himmet 
(The Divided Sky) dealt with the divisioo 
of Germany. It was a surprising succes 
and triggered the most comprehensit 
debate on literature and the arts. 

Erich Honecker, who took over Iron 
Walter Ulbricht as Party leader in 197i 
initially liberalised arts policy in the 
GDR, but a new ice age and a plethora of 
disciplinary measures set in after the 
Biermann Affair in the late 1970s. 

Writers were cither expelled from the 
Writers’ Association or subjected to pb” 
lic criticism for having 
Biermann's expulsion to the West. o 

They included Stefan Heym and ermilin 
Schneider. SED member Stephan Hi 
was severely reprimanded by the Parl 

In the early 1980s a thaw began. د‎ 
Heym has long been rehabilitated. 2 
number of writers who left (OF ا‎ a 
pelled from) the GDR in the 1970s af 
now back in, favour. Fhey. include Thom 


Braun 
suppressed plays bY Volker 

Heiner Miller now rmed 
even given ravê reviews. 

Güiter Gfass, Uwe Johnson, 'Thon# 
Bernhard and Samuel Beckett ~z all pî 
viously taboo ~ are now deemed ای‎ 
able in the GDR and cited as instances 
the extent to which it has adopted 2 olê 
open arts policy. : 4 

But politics has returned to the 0 
Many leading writers, performers 0 
ist, ineluding actorê, sihğers and pop 


media” and a “change in intolerable cor 
dition”  . ' 2 


canbearable Ino 
to thê “mêsê'exodus ll 
gard to hê "O ho mmetlldp 
.. (GeneralAizelger; Bonn, 6 October 9 


`Brasch and Günter Kunert, while lor 


` siciang, have called for an "ûpêning ofê 


- . They lament the 
.öf the štatê and Party leadership” 


being so privileged. 

At the same time one can well under- 
stand them being irritated by Western 
journalists’ constant queries about their 
so-called privileges. 

This covert accusation fails to take 
into account the 'fact that the writers 
and artists questioned have not been 
able to freely choose their working con- 

ditions and that it remains difficult for 
them to tome to terms with the con- 
straints to which they are subject, - 

These ’ irıclude a sentimental attach- 
ment to the GDR, especially anong gen- 
erations that at some stage felt critically 
sympathetic toward a social system they 
felt to be capable of improvement. 
„Writer Uirich Plenzdorf, who took part 
in a TV debate at the (West) Berlin radio 
show; explained why he regularly rè- 
turned to the GDR by saying, somewhat 
uncouthly, that he had more than once 

been a prize fool for having done so. 

Yet in comparison with past periods of 
open repression, the GDR authorities can 
now be seerı to be yielding ground in the 
arts. Those who remember harder times 
feel there may now be a ray of hope. 

They stay in the GDR to wait and see 
whether the reform pressure from the 
east will, sooner or later, sweep and 
change the GDR too, But those who fa- 
vour “new thinking" are careful what 
they say. 


n hE‏ س و ل س ماح موف 


Literature and 
the arts at 
` acrossroads 


dor (Die neuen Leiden des jungen 
2 
Literature had failed to perform the 
role allocated to it and dealt only with 
hopes and ideals rather than with reality, 
Arts policy has always been rich in con- 
tradictions and upsets in the GDR. In the 


early 1950s, while Stalin was still alive, the 
so-called formalism debate in the newly- 
founded GDR had “far-reaching effeçts 
for many artists,” as the GDR arts weekly 
Sonntag put it in a recent review, 


There was talk of pseudo-culture and 


trash art. The Arts Minister, Johannes R. 
Becher, practised an art in which many 
writers and artists are past masters to this 
day, î Becher. saw what was. happening’ knit, . 


censored himself” Welmarer ' Beiıtrige 
comments. 


Destalinisation, begun in the Soviet 
made its mark on ; 


The setback came with .the strugale , 


“against decadence: and for thedevelop- ` 
ment of a socialist realism? , 1. i 


At the first Bitterfeld' Conference’ in . 


9 the slogan Greift zur Feder, Kun Î 
pell" 

launched a campaign for 
maf national culture.” ' 


(Start Writing, Workmatesî) i 
“socialişt’ Ger- 


It was opposed to “rock 'û roll and 


; other noisy Western niisié,”" fof instance, ; 
and created a local “Lipsi” dance iistead : 
! (an. officially, approve GDR alternative , 
to rock ‘n roll named after the Latin name | 
for Leipzig). . EE 


: In 196], after the Berlin Wall was built, 
the GDR had to come to terms with itself, i. ... 


Union in 1954, initially 
` arts policy in the GDR. 


How else are they to finance a stay in 

the West? 

The result is that men of letters in the 
GDR tend to think in terms of competi- 
tlon to a „degree that goes far beyond 
what’ in all societles are the normal 
‘tinges of jealousy; آ‎ 

` There coritinue to be examples set as 

a deterrent, Lutz Ratheiow, for in- 
stance, has been invited time and again 
to visit the West, Only once in his entire 
life as a writer’ has he been allowed to 
accept one, to Austria, 

On balance, however, most GDR wri- 
ters are well aware of the distinctive fega- 
tures of the literary scene in the Federal 
Republic, and the decision ‘they have 
reached is both simple and sensible. 

As a rule they prefer to stay in the 
GDR because the low cost of living makes 
it much easier to survive lean periods 
there than in Western market conditions, 

Their ideal is freedom of travel, with 
a domicile in the GDR' and earnings in 
both East and West. ' 

Statements to the effect that these op- 
Portunrities ought to be open to every- 
one who lives in the GDR do not stop 
the favoured few from having an uneasy 


[ the rts sector the reforins that many 
complain have yet to be undertaken in 
the 40-year-old GDR have long been un- 
der way. Art and the arts have reached a 
crossroads in the other German state. 

“Morning, noon and night we are urged 
to embark on reforms," said Hans Pisch- 
ner of the GDR's Kulturbund in a speech 
marking its 40th anniversary. 

He was referring’ to the "gunbursts 
from the other side" that “irritate a fair 
number of people and -hit some in our 
own ranks hard." 

. Yet the call for reforms'comes mainly 
om his own ranks and falls on fertile 
soil. : 

One needs only to go to the theatre or 
the cinema or to read arts magazines 
these days to see for oneself that glasnost 
and the much-vaunted “new thinking” 
have made an unmistakable mark, 
` Only the mass media have.yet to show 
any signs of glasnost. 

In a 40th anniversary article on GDR 


literature and art in the magazine Wei- 


marer Beitrûge literary çritic and univers- 
ity teacher Hans Kaufmann writes: ٠ 
“Nowadays the epoch-making drama 
of public opinion is neither to be seen and 
heard in the theatre nor to be read in poe- ' 
try anthologies; it takes place in newspa- 


That, he argues, is why the new society 
ires a quality of expression of 
public opinion,” .... 

In another article in the magazine's : 
40th anniversary issue Riüidiger Bernhardt 


` refers to “two feally serious turning - 


E .„ ` Points" in the hist َ iteratu 
Their chances of wringing from their : e e 


The first was in the late 1960s, the sec- : 
ond is now, in the late 1980s, 
The first marked the “final phase of a 


Heiduczek, Erik Neutsch and, above all, : 
(Der geteilte Himmel and 2 


` pers printed in Cyrillic script” 


` requires a “new 


social strategy” that failed to work, includ- 
, İng work by Giünter de Bruyn, Werner 


' Christa Wolf 
' Nachdenken iiber Christa T) and .Ulrich : 


FT pundits are agreed that most new 
arrivals from the GDR via Hungary, 


skilled 


Poland and Czechoslovakia are 
workers aãgêd, on average, 25. 


Intellectuals employed in the acad- 
emic sector or the arts do not seem to be 


among their number; 


A few years ago life wat made parti- 
cularly difficult for yourig authors who 
held unconventional views, so difficult 
that they were forced to leave the coun- 
authorities glad to'be 


try, with the GDR 
rid ofthem. 


Some were forced tb renounced their 
so-called GDR citizenship, others ap- 
plied to leave the GDR' after having 
been: told they would never get any- 
where there — certainly never beyond a 


certain point. 


The situaon on the tultural front has 
since undergone an evident change, Ex- 
pressed in terms of the militant termin- 
ology beloved of politics, there has been 
a kind of cease-fire in the much-vaunted 


struggles of the day. 


It is a cease-fire in which lethargy has 


Laken the place of peace. 


There are several reasons why this is 
the case. Political and economic prob- 
lems have so come to a head that the 


arts are much less in the limelight than 
they would be in what might be called 
normal times. 

When the public are packing their 
bags to leave and readers are voting in 
their thousands with their feet, the 
problems of perenially problematic and 
doubtful writers and artists are of less 
interest. 

The arts authorities have made con- 
cessions to the more or less established 
writers and artists, 

‘The tactical calculation that pressure 

can be eased by graduated and revoc- 
ablè kiridnesses is naturally part and 
parcel of the political bag of tricks, 
1 In the GDR every writer is keen to be 
issued with a multiple official visa that 
as a rule will enable him to visit the Fed- 
eral Republic over an initial 12-month 
period. 0 

It will usually be renewed once. the 
year is üp, although one can never be 
sure. 

One writer is issued with a visa, an- 
other isn't, But they must all have pub- 
lishers in the West, have institutions 
that will invite them and pay them fees, 


پپپ 
Continued from page 3‏ 
„his supporters, namely the question of‏ 
power. E A i 5 e‏ 
He needs only to look towards Po-‏ 
land and Hungary to assure himself‏ 
where that road could end if, in his‏ 
view, he were to make-toa many con-‏ 
„cessions.‏ 
Those who want reform in the GDR‏ „ 
„Are, then, dependent on themselves.‏ 
They depend on their tactical skill and‏ 
their courage to declare themselves,‏ 


‘and the powers to recruit followers for - 


their reform programme and their abi- 
.lities to: maintain pressure on. the. re- 
gime. i - 1 e 


‘rulers decisive concessions Which will 


„lead to change are not bad at present. 


‘But every day .lost strengthens the 
pawers ofinertian. 7 2 
. Fritt Ullrich Fack 

` {Frankfurter Allgemeine Zel tung 

. fir Deutschland, 12.Ocıober 1989) 


